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Minutes for Repton Parish council meeting held on MONDAY 13th july 2026

Present: Councillors Hardwick (Chairman), Rainey, McArdle, Hess, Hurren, Hignett and Wilson
Absent: Councillors Dickson, Sheldon, Mason and Newbold 
Staff and public in attendance: Clerk Caroline Crowder, County Councillor Benfield and 5 members of the public
apologies
Councillors Dickson, Sheldon, Mason and Newbold have given their apologies. District Councillors Haines and Lowe offered their apologies.
declarations of interest
None.
Dispensations on Declaration of Interests
None.
Any Items to be taken with the public excluded
None.
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting held on 8th june 2026
Resolved: The minutes were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct and true record.

Standing Orders suspended
Public Speaking
A member of the public had some questions over the planning application: Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) to vary the design and layout of the sports pavilion, surrounding landscaping and to include roof canopies on paddle courts of permission ref. DMPA/2023/0700 relating to change of use of a field from agriculture to education and the creation of two 3G football pitches with the associated floodlighting and fencing, the erection of a changing room pavilion building with tiered spectator seating, the erection of four Padel Tennis courts (two covered), the relocation and extension of an existing groundman’s maintenance shed and the creation of a new car park area with the associated lighting and EV charging points and improved vehicular access road at Repton School, Workshop Latham House, Tanners Lane, Repton, Derby, DE65 6FP.  They wished to know what the variation of condition 2 is? What is the justification for changes? Also, three of the plans are about lighting.  The Parish Council were also concerned as after trying to make a comparison quite a few members also could not understand what the variation was.  Resolved, the Council asked the Clerk to contact the planning officer with these concerns and ask for an extension on the deadline response.  
Owen Jowett was thanked by the Council for the continued support that he and his wife provided every year with the Repton in Bloom contest. 
A member of the public asked if the Council would consider funding some Christmas trees around the Cross this year.  This will be added to the September agenda for discussion.
Through Traffic in Repton, Willington and Findern Report
Peter Price attended the meeting to discuss a report he has documented and shared with the Council about through traffic in Repton, Willington and Findern.  After discussion around the work the Council have been involved in with road safety and the report, it was resolved, all Councillors agreed to offer the Parish Council’s support to this report.
 repton school
No representative at the meeting.  
Planning Matters  
a. Planning Applications
EN0110037 Castle Way Energy - EIA Scoping and Consultation: https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN0110037
Resolved, a majority of Councillors agreed to submit the following to the Planning Inspectorate and Church Broughton Working Group.
Objection for Consultation Process: As a parish in the South Derbyshire District, we object to the Castle Way Project to the proposal being classified as a National Significant Infrastructure Project.  The sites are and should be treated as separate sites in the normal manner involving the Local Council approval process that supports localism and devolution. We see no reason for the sites to be linked other than to achieve NSIP status since none of the sites would generate 100Mw.  
The above objection does not cover the multitude of other concerns (e.g. impact of electrical connection requirements from the sites, loss of agricultural land, impact on food security etc.) that need to be properly addressed as any proposal is developed.

DMOT/2026/0796 The felling and pruning of trees at 1 Spinney Lodge, Repton, Derby, DE65 6PH Resolved, all Councillors agreed to ask the Clerk to contact SDDC to ensure that the trees are replaced if this is appropriate.
DMOT/2026/0713 The felling of a Silver Birch tree at 31 Burton Road, Repton, Derby, DE65 6FN Resolved, all Councillors agreed to ask the Clerk to contact SDDC to ensure that the trees are replaced if this is appropriate.
Planning Decisions
No comments.
Delegated power to respond to any planning applications with a closing date before the next Council meeting
Resolved, all Councillors agreed to the Chairman and Councillor Rainey having delegated powers to respond to any planning applications with a closing date before the next Council meeting. The Clerk is to ask for an extension on any planning applications that the Council would like to consider, if this is not possible then this delegated power will be used.
County, District and Parish Councillor’s Reports
b. County Councillor Benfield, the work on Willington bridge will be postponed to summer 2027 as no viable diversions were found.  It was discussed that the Parish Council wishes for emergency access to still be in place on the bridge for the emergency services.  County Councillor Benfield agreed that he would take this back to DCC.  Emergency work by Robins Cross has now gone, but this could return.  The footpath behind the Bulls Head has been closed, reopened and will be closed again for further work to take place.  

Standing Orders Resumed
Chairman’s Report
No updates
clerk’s report
c. Annual leave: 22nd-24th July: 13th-17th August; 3rd-14th September; 29th-31st December 
d. On checking the insurance policy to add in the two new defibrillators and cabinets, the Clerk noticed that the pump track was not on the policy.  Contacted Zurich to rectify.  An additional £284.86 required, invoice paid under delegated power to Chairman and Clerk.
e. Quote received and agreed (£4,955 plus VAT) with SDDC to refurbish all playground equipment apart from the spring bee, spring seesaw and the 1 bay 2 seat cradle swings, which SDDC will ensure get cleaned under the minor maintenance agreement (included in the monthly cost)
f. Access to Mitre Field for tree surgeon to assist in removing a tree from a house on Burton Road, subject to approval from SDDC if needed, has been requested.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed to grant access. 
g. Defibrillator agreements signed by the Clinic and the Mount Pleasant pub.  The Clinic defib is ready to be installed, the Mount Pleasant one once the renovations have been completed in the area it is to be sited.
h. The Community Speed Watch representative from Milton has asked if the Council are happy to still receive their Milton speed watch report.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed they wished this to continue.
i. Once the transfer from current account to earmarked reserves account happens, then there will be £8,745.28 available to allocate in the earmarked reserves account.
j. A memorial post is impeding the growth of one of the trees in the Jubilee arboreta, Woodgrow Horticulture have been asked to inspect and suggest any remedial work needed.   Resolved, the Council agreed that this was the responsibility of the person that bought the memorial tree.  Clerk to contact them and provide the quote from Woodgrow Horticulture.
k. Any items for the September agenda need to be with the Clerk by Tuesday 1st September.
l. Martyn’s law webinar attended by the Clerk.  Only applies if a facility holds 200 or more.  Broomhills will not hold that many people.
m. District Councillor Haines has made contact at SDDC about cleaning of the Cross.  She will chase this for a response.
n. Padlock on Mitre Field gate has been replaced due the key being stuck in the old one.
o. Annual financial risk assessment (backup is no longer via Backblaze but Microsoft) has been updated.
p. The Clerk attended training today in the new digital AGAR for this current year.  As an incentive to use this new portal they are offering cashback equivalent to the external audit fee.
q. Electricity charges to go up at Broomhills as a result of government policy, this will increase by an estimated £3.06 per month.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Finance
Receipts since last meeting
03/07/2026 2nd installment of precept from SDDC into current account £40,000.00
30/06/2026 June interest in earmarked reserves account £27.52
02/07/2026 reinvestment CCLA general reserves account £160.34
07/07/2026 VAT reclaim from HMRC into current account £1,980.44
Payments Already Made and For Approval
	Current Account
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Payment method
	Description
	Name
	Vat
	Total
	Details for banking
	Transaction Number

	13/07/2026
	Bank transfer
	Move funds to earmarked reserves
	Repton Parish Council
	 
	£8,750.00
	For approval
	36

	23/06/2026
	Card Payment
	June payment
	Bluehost
	£1.25
	£7.48
	For information only
	52

	13/07/2026
	Bank transfer
	Clerk Salary
	Clerk
	 
	£1,086.06
	For information only
	62

	13/07/2026
	Bank transfer
	Clerk pension
	DCC
	 
	£273.14
	For information only
	63

	13/07/2026
	Standing Order
	Office rent
	Repton Village Hall
	 
	£25.00
	For information only
	64

	13/07/2026
	Direct Debit
	Mobile phone
	Tesco Mobile
	 
	£14.99
	For information only
	65

	13/07/2026
	Card payment
	Electricity supply to streetlight
	SSE Energy Solutions
	£2.27
	£47.58
	For approval
	66

	13/07/2026
	Bank transfer
	Playground Equipment inspection and routine maintenance June 2026
	SDDC
	£10.93
	£65.58
	For approval
	67

	13/07/2026
	Standing Order
	Youth Club
	Repton Village Hall
	 
	£150.00
	For information only
	68

	13/07/2026
	Bank transfer
	Paye and NI month 3
	HMRC
	 
	£135.03
	For information only
	69

	13/07/2026
	Direct Debit
	Broomhills electricity
	British Gas
	£4.18
	£87.97
	For information only
	70

	13/07/2026
	Card Payment
	July payment
	Bluehost
	 
	£0.00
	For information only
	71

	13/07/2026
	Bank transfer
	Grounds maintenance June
	Mercia Garden Care
	 
	£0.00
	For approval
	72

	24/06/2026
	Bank transfer
	Primary school repton in bloom planters
	Garden King (via a volunteer)
	 
	£52.00
	Paid under delegated powers to Clerk for items in budget less than £500
	73

	15/06/2026
	Direct Debit
	Broomhills water
	Source For Business
	 
	£27.57
	For information only
	74

	06/07/2026
	Bank transfer
	Insurance
	Zurich Municipal
	 
	£284.86
	Paid under delegated powers to Clerk and Chairman
	75

	13/07/2026
	Bank transfer
	Flood monitor data hosting annual fee
	Aquasition Ltd
	£28.00
	£168.00
	For approval
	76

	
	
	
	
	£46.63
	£11,175.26
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Business Reserves Account (earmarked reserves)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Payment method/cheque number
	Description
	Name
	Vat
	Total
	Details for banking
	Transaction Number

	09/06/2026
	Bank transfer
	Defibrillators
	Defib Warehouse (First Rescue Training & Supplies Ltd)
	£652.10
	£3,912.60
	Paid under delegated powers to Clerk and Chairman
	2

	13/07/2026
	Bank transfer
	Electrical work for defib at the Clinic
	South Derbys Electrical Ltd
	£37.00
	£222.00
	For approval
	3

	
	
	
	
	£689.10
	£4,134.60
	
	



Bank Balances (after above transactions have been made)
i. NatWest Current Account = £38,645.42 
ii. NatWest Business Reserves Account = £35,387.60 
iii. Public Sector Deposit Fund = £ 51,105.46
iv. Recreation Ground Account = £ 17.99
Asset Register
Two new defibrillators and lockable cabinets.
Grant Application received
An application form has been received from the Repton Historical Society for funding of storage boxes, amount of approximately £600.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed to reimburse up to £600


Maintenance
Burial Ground, Allotments And Arboreta
A communication was drafted by the Clerk and Councillor Hurren following recent safety checks.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed to the wording and for this to be put on the website, Facebook, Council noticeboards, gates of the burial ground and the village magazine.  
The Clerk and Councillor Hurren are due to do an allotment inspection this week.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed that the Clerk could contact plot holders following this check.
Broomhills and Mitre Field
SDDC’s contractor is in the process of renovating the playground equipment as the quote was under the £5,000 limit set.
Maintenance Of Flood Monitor And Other Equipment
Flood monitor data hosting fee has been paid for the next year.
Reports from supporting Working Groups/Committee
HR (Councillors Hurren)
Councillor Hurren updated the full Council on the last meeting. NALC have produced a new model contract; they are in the process of reviewing this with a plan to adopt and will meet again in September.  The HR Committee has delegated authority to make this change.
IT (Clerk)
The Clerk will be looking for quotes from companies for the website hosting over the summer.
Communications (Councillor Hurren)
No updates.    
discussion and decision points from working groups

Defibrillator Training and Donation
Councillor Sheldon has suggested that a £50 donation is made for the defib training to East Midlands Ambulance Service.
Agree Question for EMIP Open Meeting Event
Resolved, all Councillors agreed to submit the following: Question – Has an assessment of the impact on the neighbouring communities of the travel of the EMIP workforce been carried out?
1.      If it has then when can we have access to it to review it?
2.      If not then will it be done and consulted on in time for the required mitigation actions to be carried out prior to the development and activation of the site?
The assessment should enable the impact of a Swarkestone Bridge Bypass (directly linked to the A50) in relieving the effect the EMIP workforce traffic would otherwise have on our communities.
parish councillor reports
Councillor Hess advised that currently they are not progressing with the Natural Flood Management, no funding proposal will be submitted this year.
Correspondence (received since last agenda until 7th july 2026)
a. DCC: Newsletter x 5
b. DALC: Newsletter x 2
c. NALC: Chief Executive’s Bulletin x 5
d. SDDC: Peacocks; Application ref. DMOT/2026/0396: Reconsultation on planning application
e. Urgent Concerns Regarding Peacock Population in Repton Village
f. The Planning Inspectorate: EN0110037 Castle Way Energy - EIA Scoping and Consultation
g. A start of a new chapter for DALC
h. National Grid: Chesterfield to Willington – Stage 2 consultation update and next steps 
i. Derbyshire Pension Fund: Pension Board - Employer Representative vacancy; Employer Newsletter 233, June 2026
j. Have your say at East Midlands Freeport’s first public Board meeting
k. Repton School: Roadworks for Repton large scale event this w/e
l. Repton in Bloom
m. Church Broughton Working Group: Castle Way Energy proposed Solar Farm x 2
n. Rushcliffe Borough Council: Adoption: East Midlands Freeport Strategic Infrastructure and Contributions SPD
Date and time of next Parish Council meeting
Monday 21st September starting at 19:30 at Repton Village Hall.
CHAIRMAN RESIGNATION move to last item
Councillor Hardwick submitted his resignation to the Council as a Chairman and Councillor.
APPOINTMENT OF NEW CHAIRMAN
Councillor McArdle proposed Councillor Hurren, this was seconded by Councillor Hignett.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed to Councillor Hurren being the Chairman, she accepted and signed her declaration of office.  It was agreed that the first agenda item for September would be election of Chairman due to not all members of the Council being present at the July meeting.
5
Chairman’s signature, once full Council has approved: ________________________________________
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