


 Minutes for the Annual Repton Parish council meeting held on MONDAY 11th may 2026

Present: Councillors Hardwick (Chairman), Rainey, McArdle, Mason, Dickson, Hurren, Hignett, Wilson, Hess and Newbold
Absent: Councillor Sheldon
Staff and public in attendance: Clerk Caroline Crowder, District Councillors Haines and Lowe, County Councillor Benfield and 10 members of the public
to appoint a chairman
Councillor Dickson proposed Councillor Hardwick, this was seconded by Councillor Newbold.  Resolved, Councillor Hardwick for Chairman was agreed by all Councillors.  Councillor Hardwick signed his acceptance of office declaration.
TO APPOINT A VICE CHAIRMAN
Councillor Mason proposed Councillor Dickson, this was seconded by Councillor Newbold.  Resolved, Councillor Dickson for Vice Chairman was agreed by all Councillors.  Councillor Dickson signed his acceptance of office declaration.
apologies
Councillor Sheldon has given his apologies.
declarations of interest
None
Dispensations on Declaration of Interests
None.
Any Items to be taken with the public excluded
None.
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting held on 13TH APRIL 2026
Resolved: The minutes were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct and true record.

Standing Orders suspended
Public Speaking
A member of the public, asked the Parish Council for their support in objecting to planning application DMPA/2026/0490: Outline planning application (matters of access, and scale to be considered, with matters of appearance , landscaping and layout reserved) for the erection of 2no. dwellings at Land to the rear of 16 Main Street, Repton, Derby, DE65 6EZ.  They sited three areas for objection, 
1. The biodiversity net gain report must leave the area 10% better off, there is 56.1% loss of habitat. 
2. The trees should be retained and maintained.  There has been a temporary tree preservation order placed on some trees; however, these trees will have to be removed according to the plans submitted.  
3. The human safety issue, there is public right of way footpath used by many and there is 16 metres of new access on to the lane in the plans. 
Councillor Rainey summarised the draft Parish Council response, which will be voted on later in the meeting. District Councillor Haines has spoken to the case officer and believes the comments from the tree and conservation officer will be fairly critical.  She also believes that Historic England have some concerns.  
Another resident advised that they have written to DCC about the rerouting of a footpath at Mount Pleasant.  They will forward the details to County Councillor Benfield. Councillor Dickson has also reported it to DCC.
The Repton in Bloom volunteer coordinator advised that judging would take place on the 1st of July.  They have started the planting around the village today.  
repton school
No representative at the meeting.  The Councillors agreed they wish the Clerk to write to the Repton School representative that usually attends the meeting and ask them if could join the next meeting.  It was also agreed to include that the Council would like to be on the review committee being set up by the School for  planning application DMOT/2026/0396.
Planning Matters  
a. Planning Applications
DMPA/2026/0449 The erection of single storey extension to the front elevation and amendments to existing openings at2 The Vicarage , Willington Road, Repton, Derby, DE65 6FH
It was discussed that there may be a Viking burial ground underneath this area.  It was agreed to include this on the correspondence the Clerk is to send Repton School asking what their plans are in this area.
DMPA/2026/0490: Outline planning application (matters of access, and scale to be considered, with matters of appearance , landscaping and layout reserved) for the erection of 2no. dwellings at Land to the rear of 16 Main Street, Repton, Derby, DE65 6EZ 
Resolved, all Councillors agreed to submit the following objections to SDDC Planning
The history of The Grange, included in the application, is of interest but actually of irrelevance to the
application given it is the existing building that is Grade II* listed and included in the Village
Conservation Area.

The Repton Parish Council objects to this development on the following grounds –

1. The plans do not have enough space for vehicles to be turned round on the proposed plots.  This means they would be required to reverse onto Broomhills Lane to exit. The lane is not only used by residents but also by visitors to the stables at the top of the lane but more importantly by users of the Broomhills Recreational facility. The users to the playing field include many youngsters and the current plans constitute an unacceptable safety risk.

2. The plans propose two story buildings that would be out of context with the rest of the dwellings on that side of Broomhills Lane and the Repton Conservation Area.

3. The scale of the proposed development would also adversely affect the setting of the Grange, a Grade II* listed building.

4. The proposed plans would severely alter the conservation area including the removal of existing mature trees that form part of the rural character of the area. The Repton & Milton Neighbourhood Development Plan Policy OS3 requires –
B) The felling of protected trees, groups of trees or woodland and removal of important hedgerows, will only be permitted in exceptional circumstances and in accordance with the relevant legislation, policy and good practice
recommendations.
C) Development proposals which will have a negative effect on trees, hedgerows or woodland must satisfactorily demonstrate a net biodiversity gain can be delivered through the delivery of appropriate mitigation, compensation or offsetting, including through new planting or improved management of retained trees and hedgerows. New planting will be expected to be adequately managed to reach full maturity
This proposed development does not meet these requirements.

5. It is further noted that the Village Design Statement (referenced in the NPD) includes Guidelines that the requirement that habitats should be protected and ecological diversity maintained.  If the development was one, single storey building only with a vehicle turning area on the plot and designed to minimise the loss of mature trees then it would be more suitable for the size and location of the plot.

Withdrawal Notice
No comments.

Planning Decisions
No comments.

County, District and Parish Councillor’s Reports
b. County Councillor Benfield advised he has reported the vegetation on the causeway to be cut down as it is now overgrowing and onto the pavement.  Councillor Mason reported to him that there are some items left over from previous roadworks that are blocking the pavement too, he will look into this.  He will also be escalating the repairs needed around the Cross, Repton in Bloom is being judged on the 1st of July, he was asked if the work could be completed before then.  There have been roadworks on the Milton road, DCC inspectors have been doing spot checks, these works overran and the companies responsible have been fined.  It was reported to him that a planter box on the pavement has still not been removed at a property on the Milton road, he will chase this.   Bridge closure update, he has met with DCC Highways, they advised that they have a duty to fix the bridge, there are planned roadworks in Burton at the same time, so this cannot be used as a diversion route.  County Councillor Benfield has asked for a shuttle bus but that would still have to go through Burton.  A38 update, they are not planning any lane closures until the end of the work, due to start in August.  There will be narrow lanes in place for nearly 2 years.  There will also be a nine month closure on the bridge at Eggington.  Councillor Mason asked him about the issue with the footpath near to Mitre Field, he will chase this .     
c. District Councillor Haines, the local plan has a new consultation, Councillor Rainey agreed to check this from a Parish Council perspective. SDDC are struggling to recruit refuse operatives, this may have an impact on collections.  Councillor Hardwick asked about the planning application for Mount Pleasant, following on from a letter the Parish Council sent, he thinks there may be a new application and could also appeal the old plans at the same time.  She confirmed this could happen.  Evidence will be reviewed at the time of appeal.  New data can be put in under an appeal.  Hallam Land have invited the Parish Council  to meet them. This was discussed and the Council asked the Clerk to respond to them and ask what has changed with them from their last position on this issue and why they wish to meet with the Parish Council.  
d. District Councillor Lowe, SDDC have produced a document on the five year housing land supply.  This was voted through on a committee; he will send the Clerk a link to this decision.  District Councillor Haines added that as of now there is a five year supply, but there is no buffer.  Councillor Hignett asked what the rules on recycling now were, as there is conflicting advice on the leaflet that they received with their food waste bin.  District Councillor Lowe agreed to clarify the situation.  He has put in another request about the bus shelter lighting.    
e. Councillor McArdle advised that she felt the Mitre Field was very bumpy and hard when she was there recently for the village party.  She asked if it could be scarified or chain harrowed.  Councillor Hurren said there was an issue with people cycling across the field during the party and not keeping wheeled equipment to the pump track.  The Clerk was asked to make a note for a temporary barrier to contain the wheeled equipment at the next village party in 2028.  
Standing Orders Resumed
Chairman’s Report
f. The Chairman stated that he believed there has been misinformation in some of the documents relating to the Mount Pleasant planning application.  He will create a document that highlights these issues, ready to be sent to Hallam and Turley as a formal complaint.  This could be taken further to the governing body.  The document will come to the next meeting for approval.  
clerk’s report
g. Annual leave: 11th-19th June; 23rd July: 13th August; 3rd-14th September; 29th-31st December 
h. The Repton in Bloom coordinator has agreed to allocate £50 of the Repton in Bloom budget to the primary school who are going to get involved and grow some plants.
i. As stated in the IT policy the Council need to use a password manager.  LastPass is free and the Clerk is recommending this is used.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed.
j. Lampposts and SID posts owned by Parish Council have been tested by Cubit Ultrasonic and are all in good condition
k. Parish Online are offering a free 1 hour wellbeing session for clerks, and a £350 session for Councils, with their wellbeing specialist. 
register of disclosable pecuniary interests
Clerk reminded all Councillors that if any of their circumstances have changed, they would need to submit a new form to SDDC
general power of competence
As at the time of election two thirds of the councillors were elected and the clerk has her CiLCA qualification the Council continues with the general power of competence until the next election.
insurance
Resolved, following a review of quotes, all Councillors agreed to renew with Zurich Municipal.
Committees and Working Groups Membership
Resolved, all Councillors agreed this document could now be published on the website. 
Council Action Plan
Resolved, all Councillors agreed this document could now be published on the website. 

Finance
Budget Review
Resolved, all Councillors agreed that the surplus from last year’s accounts should be moved over to the Earmarked Reserves (contingency) when sufficient funds are available after the next precept payment.  This can then be allocated and agreed by the Council for further projects. 
Receipts since last meeting
i. 14/04/2026 into earmarked reserves from current account £23,000.00 
ii. 14/04/2026 into current account from recreation ground account £1,250.00
iii. 20/04/2026 into current account allotment rent £26.00
iv. 30/04/2026 into earmarked reserves April interest £20.06
v. 05/05/2026 into public sector fund account reinvestment for April £144.14

Payments Already Made and For Approval
	Current Account
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Payment method/cheque number
	Description
	Name
	Vat
	Total
	Details for banking
	Transaction Number

	13/04/2026
	Card Payment
	April payment
	Bluehost
	£1.26
	£7.58
	For information only
	11

	11/05/2026
	Bank transfer
	Clerk Salary
	Clerk
	 
	£1,086.06
	For approval
	20

	11/05/2026
	Bank transfer
	Clerk pension
	DCC
	 
	£273.14
	For approval
	21

	11/05/2026
	Standing Order
	Office rent
	Repton Village Hall
	 
	£25.00
	For information only
	22

	11/05/2026
	Direct Debit
	Mobile phone
	Tesco Mobile
	 
	£14.99
	For information only
	23

	11/05/2026
	Card payment
	Electricity supply to streetlight
	SSE Energy Solutions
	 
	£0.00
	 
	24

	11/05/2026
	Bank transfer
	Playground Equipment inspection and routine maintenance March 2026
	SDDC
	£10.93
	£65.58
	For approval
	25

	11/05/2026
	Standing Order
	Youth Club
	Repton Village Hall
	 
	£150.00
	For information only
	26

	11/05/2026
	Bank transfer
	Paye and NI month 1
	HMRC
	 
	£135.03
	For approval
	27

	19/05/2026
	Direct Debit
	Broomhills electricity
	British Gas
	£3.26
	£68.60
	For information only
	28

	11/05/2026
	Card Payment
	April payment
	Bluehost
	 
	£0.00
	 
	29

	11/05/2026
	Bank transfer
	Grounds maintenance
	Mercia Garden Care
	 
	£0.00
	 
	30

	20/04/2026
	Card payment
	Envelopes
	SEJ Distribution Ltd
	£1.05
	£6.29
	For information only
	31

	22/04/2026
	Card payment
	Stamps
	Post Office Ltd
	 
	£7.28
	For information only
	32

	11/05/2026
	Bank transfer
	Post testing
	Cubit Ultrasonic
	 
	£150.00
	For approval
	33

	11/05/2026
	Bank transfer
	Audit mileage
	Clerk
	 
	£21.15
	For approval
	34

	06/05/2026
	Card payment
	Printer ink
	Amazon
	£7.23
	£43.40
	For information only
	35

	19/05/2026
	Direct Debit
	Broomhills electricity
	British Gas
	£5.99
	£125.87
	For information only
	37

	01/05/2026
	Card Payment
	Paper
	Amazon
	£3.25
	£19.49
	 For information only
	38

	11/05/2026
	Bank transfer
	Wood preservative
	Wickes (via flood warden)
	£5.50
	£33.00
	For approval
	39

	11/05/2026
	Bank transfer
	Repton in Bloom supplies
	Various (via volunteer)
	£35.70
	£281.67
	For approval
	40,41,42

	
	
	
	
	£74.17
	£2,514.13
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Recreation Ground Account
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Payment method/cheque number
	Description
	Name
	Vat
	Total
	Details for banking
	Transaction Number

	11/05/26
	Bank transfer
	Move funds to earmarked reserves
	Repton Recreation Ground/Repton Parish Council
	 
	£550.00
	For approval
	6

	
	
	
	
	£0.00
	£550.00
	
	


Bank Balances (after above transactions have been made)
vi. NatWest Current Account = £ 10,632.45
vii. NatWest Business Reserves Account = £ 40,018.03
viii. Public Sector Deposit Fund = £ 50,781.48
ix. Recreation Ground Account = £ 17.99
Asset Register
Lights around the Repton Cross, unknown date or value when purchased, resolved, all Councillors agreed to add with a nominal value of £1
Maintenance
Burial Ground, Allotments And Arboreta
Report issued to Councillors following checks by Councillor Hurren and Clerk at the burial ground, this included the annual memorial checks.  Councillor Hurren advised there were a lot of non-compliant plots, she was proposing to publish a reminder of the policy, declare an amnesty for a period of time, followed by removal of any non-compliant items after this time.  They will be stored in the shed and people can arrange to pick up any of their items.  This is to ensure the safety of anyone in the burial ground.  As part of the communications plan, up to date contact details will be requested for plot owners.  The communications will go out via the Council noticeboards, website, Facebook page and the Village magazine.  
Broomhills and Mitre Field
Waiting on quote from grounds maintenance for cutting of grass around and in the pump track. As part of this quote, it was requested to add in strimming around the saplings on the Chestnut Way side.  Councillor Mason agreed to meet with the contractor if details needed clarification.
Maintenance Of Flood Monitor And Other Equipment
No updates
Reports from supporting Working Groups/Committee
HR (Councillors Hurren)
Councillor Hurren advised the next HR committee meeting is set for 21st May 2026.
IT (Clerk)
No updates.
Communications (Councillor Hurren)
Councillor Hurren had circulated the proposed policy before the meeting.  Resolved, all Councillor agreed to the policy.    
Reports from project Working Groups (if left blank see appendix for reports)
Planning
Freeport
Policy & Neighbourhood Plan (Councillor Rainey)
Councillor Rainey is working on the updated plan.
Fisher Close redevelopment (Councillor Sheldon)
There has been a request for community engagement from Trent and Dove to the Council.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed that Councillor Sheldon should carry on liaising with them. 
Research who owns land adjacent to villages (Councillor Sheldon)
Connectivity (Councillor Dickson)
Path maintenance
Buses 
Path connections to other places 
Local walks for leisure 
Path from Tanners Lane to Willington, 
Councillor Dickson advised that a reinstatement of this path has been put forward to DCC.
l. Heritage (Councillor Dickson)
State of cross
Brand identity and street signs
Document key assets
Heritage map
Repton in Bloom
The Repton in Bloom coordinator advised that judging will be held on the 1st of July.  Councillor Dickson agreed to talk to the local history group to see if anyone would be available to attend.
Public access to heritage
Heritage trail
Install entry ‘gates’ at the entrances to each village
Community (Councillor McArdle)
Links to community groups
High-speed internet
Shops & services
Local produce
Health & wellbeing
Defibrillators (Councillor Sheldon)
Anti-choking devices (Councillor Sheldon)
Repaint worn on-road markings (Councillor Dickson)
20mph (Councillor Hardwick)
Councillor Dickson is concerned about road safety issues around Mitre Drive, Clerk asked to include this on the communication to Repton School.
Parking (Councillor Hurren)
Social/wellbeing groups (Councillor Dickson)
Incident Resilience (Councillor Hess)
Natural flood management
Flood Wardens and road signs
Community Incident group
Milton flood / Community Incident group 
Store on the right bank of the Brook
Sport, recreation, entertainment, culture (Councillor Mason)
Research what sport, recreation, entertainment & culture facilities are appropriate 
Improve publicity of (public) School events 
Redevelop Mitre Field play area 
Broomhills refurb and development 
Further use of Repton School facilities (including Foremark) 
Burial Ground & Allotments
Revise the burial ground policy (Councillor Hurren)
Environment and biodiversity (Councillor Hignett)

Correspondence (received since last agenda until 6th May 2026)
m. DCC: Newsletter x 4; Road Closure 1 day 29/04/2026 Main Street Repton; Re: 78086- Claim to add a Public Footpath from Tanners Lane to River Trent at Repton - Parish of Repton
n. DALC: Newsletter x 1; WEBINAR | Introduction to Parish Online Wellbeing
o. NALC: Chief Executive’s Bulletin x 4
p. SDDC: Playground Inspection x  1; SDDC Civic Council Meeting - Thursday 21 May 2026; Loan Shark Awareness Sessions; ACH Spring Newsletter
q. CCLA Monthly Comms x 1
r. National Grid: Chesterfield to Willington Stage 2 consultation – Reminder of final parish council briefing; Chesterfield to Willington Stage 2 consultation: four weeks left to have your say; Grants; Chesterfield to Willington – Stage 2 consultation now closed
s. Re: closure of willington bridge to replace bricks on parapet
t. South Derbyshire SNT: Mercia area new neighbourhood priorities set
u. Willington Parish Council: Willington Wetlands Launch Event: 16th May 2026
v. County Councillor Benfield: Responses Willington/Repton Bridge; slides from highways
w. Antony Cobley: Recent Planning Decision x 2; MP PC Teams Meeting; Update; Funded Support Programme Available for South Derbyshire Businesses
x. URGENT: Planning Application DMPA/2026/0490 - Destruction of Village Character and Ecology
y. EMA Community Flyer & Trust Survey Spring 2026!
z. South Derbyshire CVS: Community Bulletin
aa. Derbyshire Pension Fund, employer newsletter 231, April 2026; Derbyshire Pension Fund - LGPS in England and Wales: Access and Fairness
ab. East Midlands Chamber: Funded Support Programme Available for South Derbyshire Businesses
ac. Hallam Land Management: Land at Mount Pleasant Road, Repton
ad. Re: 78086- Claim to add a Public Footpath from Tanners Lane to River Trent at Repton - Parish of Repton

Date and time of next Parish Council meeting
Monday 8th June starting at 19:30 in the meeting room at Repton Village Hall.


5
Chairman’s signature, once full Council has approved: ________________________________________

