


Minutes for the Repton Parish council meeting held on MONDAY 9th APRIL 2026
Present: Councillors Hardwick (Chairman), Rainey, McArdle, Mason, Dickson, Hurren, Hignett, Wilson, Sheldon, Hess and Newbold
Absent: 
Staff and public in attendance: Clerk Caroline Crowder, District Councillors Haines and Lowe, County Councillor Benfield and 4 members of the public
1. apologies
None.
2. declarations of interest
None
3. Dispensations on Declaration of Interests
None.
4. Any Items to be taken with the public excluded
None.
5. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting held on 9th march 2026
Resolved: The minutes were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct and true record.

Standing Orders suspended
6. Public Speaking
A member of public wished to speak to the Council about Mitre Field.  They said the playground needs painting and the track is lovely, but they feel a path is needed from the gate to the track, due to being muddy when it has rained and does not want mud transferring to the track as this makes it slippy.  They were advised that this was not in the budget this year.  Councillor Mason agreed to provide a rough drawing and specification for a path, Clerk to ask for quotes.   
7. repton school
No representative at the meeting.     
8. Planning Matters  
a. Planning Applications
	DMOT/2026/0396
	Repton School, Workshop Latham House, Tanners Lane, Repton, Derby, DE65 6FP
	The approval of details reserved by conditions 5 (WSI) , 6 (Community Use Agreement) ,  7 (Management and Maintenance Plan) , 9 (CEMP: Biodiversity) , 10 (Landscape and Biodiversity Enhancement and Management Plan) , 13 (Event Parking Plan), 15 (Lighting


The Council discussed that they would request a position on the committee.  They were also concerned about the car parking arrangements.  How is this to be communicated, how will it be marshalled, what will happen if more than one event per day is held?  Resolved, all Councillors agreed to submit these details to SDDC Planning. 
b. Planning Decisions
The recent planning application for outline planning permission for up to 75 dwellings at Mount Pleasant has been refused.  Councillor Hardwick has drafted a letter to Hallam enquiring if the land could be donated to the parish.  After discussion the Council resolved that Councillor McArdle would reword the letter, and all were then in favour of sending.  
Councillor Hardwick had received a phone call from Antony Cobley, as there have recently been six developments outside of the settlement boundaries.  They have spoken to the Secretary of State, as they don’t think it necessarily means that the developments should be approved. They have asked them to look at the process as they don’t believe it should apply to South Derbyshire, as they are having to pick up Derby not fulfilling their quota.  If needed the Council could ask their MP to recover the appeal and ask the Secretary of State to review instead. Councillor Hardwick is to speak to SDDC planning with reference to this.   

9. County, District and Parish Councillor’s Reports
a. County Councillor Benfield thanked everyone for their recent efforts in the highways event.  Generally, he thought it went well and he has received a lot of positive feedback.  There are things that need to be looked at following this.  He understood the public’s worries over the bridge closing for four weeks.  He is asking questions on this, for example how people get to the medical centre.     
b. District Councillor Haines, the five year supply, local plan and some planning applications have been approved, they are waiting for an extra meeting on planning policy and will get an update on the supply then, this is planned for 28th April.   
c. Councillor Mason announced that the pump track is now officially opened.  He thanked everyone for their assistance and attendance.  Councillor Sheldon asked if a bench could be located near it.  It was agreed to put this in the memorial benches project.  He also recently had an unpleasant experience whilst at the pump track.  He wished to confirm that no motorised vehicles are allowed, Councillor Mason confirmed this and it is on the sign by the track.     
Standing Orders Resumed
10. Chairman’s Report
a. He gave his thanks to County Councillor Benfield for the recent traffic meeting.  He requested the presentation be shared with the Council
b. Thanks to everyone who came to the pump track opening. 
c. There was recently a Police hosted anti-fraud meeting but was not well attended. It will be repeated in the autumn.
d. He advised that the Council had just started a new financial year.  He is going to look into the surplus from the previous year and where it could be allocated.
e. He advised that there had been discussion on how working groups reports are handled. These should be written reports, and these will be appended to the minutes. He advised that people needed to be mindful that the public will be seeing all the reports.  All decisions will still have to come to meetings.  There was some confusion over how to use the storage area, it was agreed that the Councillors would assist each other.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed to publish the reports as appendices to the minutes for a trial period of 3 months. 
f. The Village Party is on the 2nd of May.  He asked for as many Councillors as possible to assist in manning the Council stand.
11. clerk’s report
a. Annual leave: 11th-19th June; 13th August; 3rd-14th September; 29th-31st December 
b. Burial ground checks completed by Clerk and Councillor Hurren on the 2nd of April, report to be documented and brought back to the Council.
c. Commercial waste contracts have come through but they have not advised what the charge will be for this year, Clerk has queried this.
d. Clerk as if Council Action Plan and Workgroup Membership could now be published?  It was agreed this should go onto the next meeting agenda for agreement. 
12. Finance
a. Approval of the Accounts for the financial year ending 31st March 2026
Resolved, all Councillors agreed the accounts and the Chairman signed them.  The Clerk had already certified and signed them before the meeting.
b. Approval of Continuing with Standing Orders and Direct Debit Payments
Resolved, all Councillors agreed to continue.  See appendix for details.


c. Incoming
i. March 2026:
i. Current Account
a. 16/03/2025 Allotment rent £45.00
b. 16/03/2026 plot and interment from A Person £500.00
ii. Earmarked Reserves Account
a. 31/03/2026 interest £13.86 into Earmarked reserves account
ii. April 2026
i. Current Account
a. 01/04/2026 memorial A W Lymn £250.00 
b. 02/04/2026 1st precept payment from SDDC £40,000.00
ii. Public Sector Deposit Fund
a. 02/04/2026 reinvestment £135.12 

d. Payments Already Made and For Approval
	Current Account
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Payment method/cheque number
	Description
	Name
	Vat
	Total
	Details for banking
	Transaction Number

	11/03/2026
	Card payment
	Ribbon for opening ceremony
	Amazon
	£1.08
	£6.49
	Paid in March 2026, noted in April 2026 minutes
	230 in 2025 26

	11/03/2026
	Card payment
	Folder index
	Amazon
	£1.90
	£11.39
	Paid in March 2026, noted in April 2026 minutes
	231 in 2025 26

	11/03/2026
	Card payment
	Lever arch folders
	Amazon
	£1.75
	£10.49
	Paid in March 2026, noted in April 2026 minutes
	232 in 2025 26

	23/03/2026
	Card payment
	April 
	Bluehost
	£0.89
	£5.35
	Paid in March 2026, noted in April 2026 minutes
	233 in 2025 26

	26/03/2026
	Bank transfer
	Defibrillator annual cover at Milton phone box
	The Community Heartbeat Trust (Solutions) Ltd
	£27.00
	£162.00
	Paid in March 2026, noted in April 2026 minutes
	234 in 2025 26

	09/03/2026
	Bank transfer
	Unmetered electricity 
	SSE
	£2.11
	£44.40
	Paid in March 2026, noted in April 2026 minutes
	217 in 2025 26

	13/04/2026
	Bank transfer
	Clerk Salary
	Clerk
	 
	£1,085.86
	Information only
	2

	13/04/2026
	Bank transfer
	Clerk pension
	DCC
	 
	£308.31
	Information only
	3

	13/04/2026
	Standing Order
	Office rent
	Repton Village Hall
	 
	£25.00
	Information only
	4

	13/04/2026
	Direct Debit
	Mobile phone
	Tesco Mobile
	 
	£14.99
	Information only
	5

	13/04/2026
	Card payment
	Electricity supply to streetlight
	SSE Energy Solutions
	£2.34
	£49.16
	Information only
	6

	13/04/2026
	Bank transfer
	Playground Equipment inspection and routine maintenance April 2026
	SDDC
	£10.93
	£65.58
	For approval
	7

	13/04/2026
	Standing Order
	Youth Club
	Repton Village Hall
	 
	£150.00
	Information only
	8

	13/04/2026
	Bank transfer
	Paye and NI month 12
	HMRC
	 
	£135.23
	Information only
	9

	13/04/2026
	Credit used 5.65, will show on bank statement as £99.54
	Broomhills electricity
	British Gas
	£5.27
	£105.19
	Information only
	10

	13/04/2026
	Card Payment
	April payment
	Bluehost
	 
	£0.00
	Information only
	11

	13/04/2026
	Bank transfer
	Subscription
	DALC
	 
	£859.90
	For approval
	12

	10/04/2026
	Direct Debit
	Loan repayment
	PWLB 
	 
	£11,301.39
	Information only
	13

	13/04/2026
	Bank transfer
	Spades and brooms for flooding
	Wickes (via flood warden)
	£8.68
	£52.00
	For approval
	14

	13/04/2026
	Bank transfer
	Move to earmarked reserves account
	Repton Parish Council
	 
	£23,000.00
	For approval
	15

	13/04/2026
	Bank transfer
	Move to general reserves account
	Repton Parish Council
	 
	£8,000.00
	For approval
	16

	15/04/2026
	Direct Debit
	Broomhills water
	Source For Business
	 
	£109.98
	Information only
	17

	13/04/2026
	Bank transfer
	Grounds maintenance (hedge and fence repair Broomhills, one mow and one biannual tidy burial ground)
	Mercia Garden Care
	 
	£695.00
	For approval
	18

	13/04/2026
	Bank transfer
	Barrels for Repton in Bloom
	B & M (via a volunteer)
	
	£99.96
	For approval
	19

	
	
	
	
	£27.22
	£46,057.55
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Recreation Ground Account
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Payment method/cheque number
	Description
	Name
	Vat
	Total
	Details for banking
	Transaction Number

	16/03/2026
	Bank transfer
	Signs for track
	Robert Lewis Signs
	
	£702.00
	Paid in March 2026, noted in April 2026 minutes
	6 in 2025 26

	13/04/26
	Bank transfer
	Cake topper
	TopItYourWay (via Councillor McArdle)
	 
	£5.99
	For approval
	2

	13/04/26
	Bank transfer
	Disposable cups
	Via Councillor McArdle
	 
	£8.99
	For approval
	3

	13/04/26
	Bank transfer
	Refreshments
	Tesco (via Councillor McArdle)
	 
	£22.50
	For approval
	4

	13/04/26
	Bank transfer
	Return of money to RPC current account used to cover funds until grant was received
	Repton Recreation Ground Charity
	 
	£1,250.00
	For approval
	5

	
	
	
	
	£0.00
	£1,272.50
	
	


e. Bank Balances (after above transactions have been made)
i. NatWest Current Account = £ 12,504.77
ii. NatWest Business Reserves Account = £ 39,447.97 
iii. Public Sector Deposit Fund = £ 50,637.34
iv. Recreation Ground Account = £ 567.99
f. Asset Register
No updates needed.  
13. Maintenance
a. Burial Ground, Allotments And Arboreta
Clerk has received a request to have a holly tree cut back as it is blocking light on the allotments.  Clerk to ask grounds maintenance contractor for a quote. 
b. Broomhills and Mitre Field
Councillor Mason asked the Clerk to formally write to Clerk and Kent requestion for cutting of the grass as this was part of the agreement.  For the future Clerk needs to ask grounds maintenance contractor to quote for cutting. 


c. Maintenance Of Flood Monitor And Other Equipment
No updates
14. Reports from supporting Working Groups/Committee
a. HR (Councillors Hurren)
Councillor Hurren advised there was a committee meeting 2nd April, minutes are out in draft and will be circulated to the Council, apart from confidential.  Next meeting in May to follow up on actions.
b. IT (Clerk)
No updates.
c. Communications (Councillor Hurren)
Councillor Hurren thanked Councillors Hess and Rainey for their assistance in drafting a proposed policy. She will make the amendments discussed and share for agreement at the next meeting.   
15. Reports from project Working Groups (if left blank see appendix for reports)
a. Planning
i. Freeport
Councillor Rainey has circulated a response he has documented.  Resolved, all agreed to this response and for the Clerk to send it to the relevant parties as advised by Councillor Rainey. 
ii. Policy & Neighbourhood Plan (Councillor Rainey)
iii. Fisher Close redevelopment (Councillor Sheldon)
iv. Research who owns land adjacent to villages (Councillor Sheldon)
b. Connectivity (Councillor Dickson)
i. Path maintenance
ii. Buses 
iii. Path connections to other places 
iv. Local walks for leisure 
v. Path from Tanners Lane to Willington
c. Heritage (Councillor Dickson)
i. State of cross
Councillor Dickson advised that he has received no response from DCC about issues that he has highlighted.  There is lighting around the Cross, it is not viable at the moment.  He has discussed this with a former Councillor, and they advised that the lights are Parish Council property, these need to be added to asset register.  He asked the Councillors if they wished to continue with getting these working or put on hold until next year.  He believed it would cost a minimum £2k for just the floodlights but then paving needs sorting and drains.  It was agreed to defer any decision until the next finance meeting.  County Councillor Benfield agreed to ask DCC to attend site and look at the issues, he would invite Councillor Dickson along to the meeting.   
ii. Brand identity and street signs
iii. Document key assets
iv. Heritage map
v. Repton in Bloom Committee
vi. Public access to heritage
vii. Heritage trail
viii. Install entry ‘gates’ at the entrances to each village
d. Community (Councillor McArdle)
i. Links to community groups
ii. High-speed internet
iii. Shops & services
iv. Local produce
e. Health & wellbeing
i. Defibrillators (Councillor Sheldon)
ii. Anti-choking devices (Councillor Sheldon)
iii. Repaint worn on-road markings (Councillor Dickson)
iv. 20mph (Councillor Hardwick) 
v. Parking (Councillor Hurren)
vi. Social/wellbeing groups (Councillor Dickson)
f. Incident Resilience (Councillor Hess)
i. Resolved, all agreed to buy a new sandbox for flooding, and the grant money received last financial year would be used for this. Clerk to update the budget.
ii. Natural flood management 
iii. Flood Wardens and road signs
iv. Community Incident group
v. Milton flood / Community Incident group 
vi. Store on the right bank of the Brook
g. Sport, recreation, entertainment, culture (Councillor Mason)
i. Research what sport, recreation, entertainment & culture facilities are appropriate 
ii. Improve publicity of (public) School events 
iii. Redevelop Mitre Field play area 
iv. Broomhills refurb and development 
v. Further use of Repton School facilities (including Foremark) 
h. Burial Ground & Allotments
i. Revise the burial ground policy (Councillor Hurren)
ii. Environment and biodiversity (Councillor Hignett)

16. Correspondence (received since last agenda until 8th April 2026)
a. DCC: Newsletter x 4
b. DALC: Newsletter x 1; Update to HR Advisory Service for Members
c. NALC: Chief Executive’s Bulletin x 4
d. SDDC: Playground Inspection x  1; 2026 Holiday Activities & Food Programme; Parish Liaison and Non-Parish Liaison Meetings; DPI Update Review
e. CCLA Monthly Comms x 1; Our 2026 stewardship outcomes report is out now
f. National Grid: Chesterfield to Willington – Stage 2 consultation launch ; National Grid Chesterfield to Willington Project - Statutory Consultation Launch; Chesterfield to Willington Stage 2 consultation – public events starting next week and webinars underway 
g. Mount Pleasant
h. Derbyshire Pension Fund - LGPS in England and Wales: Access and Fairness
i. EMA Community Noise Portal
j. Beacon Race Events: Advance Notice: Runners Using National Forest Way footpath – 6th June
k. Repton School: Cloisters 1557 cafe opening; Cycle Storage
l. Traffic meeting Repton Village Hall 26th March 2026
m. Derbyshire Pension Fund, employer newsletter 230, March 2026

17. Date and time of next Parish Council meeting
Annual Council meeting, Monday 11th May 2026 in Repton Village Hall starting at 19:30


5
Chairman’s signature, once full Council has approved: ________________________________________

