


Minutes for the Repton Parish council meeting held on MONDAY 9th MARCH 2026
Present: Councillors Hardwick (Chairman), Rainey, McArdle, Mason, Dickson, Hurren, Hignett, Wilson and Newbold
Absent: Councillors Sheldon and Hess
Staff and public in attendance: Clerk Caroline Crowder, District Councillor Haines, County Councillor Benfield and 5 members of the public
1. apologies
Councillors Sheldon, Hess and District Councillor Lowe
2. declarations of interest
None
3. Dispensations on Declaration of Interests
None.
4. Any Items to be taken with the public excluded
None.
5. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting held on 9th march 2026
Resolved: The minutes were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct and true record.

Standing Orders suspended
6. Public Speaking
PCSO Marley  thanked County Councillor Benfield for his assistance with the recent road works.  There was a flash flood on Friday/Saturday last week, he gave his appreciation to the Repton Flood Wardens who stepped in and helped.  Not all people respected the issue, and investigations are continuing into this.  He advised that locally there is relatively little crime.  It is a busy time in the village, and they have worked closely with highways not just on potholes, but to ensure a funeral was managed with dignity.  He will be attending the launch of the pump track.  He thanked the residents for supporting the local food bank collections.  
A resident wished to get an update on the Hallam planning application.  As this does not fall under the Parish Council but the District, District Councillor Haines confirmed it will go to committee towards the end of March.  She also confirmed that the Council would need to apply to speak at the committee. 
7. repton school
Anna Parish from Repton School attended the meeting.  She advised that work has started on the new football pitches.  The School is drafting a community agreement for use of the pitches and will send it to the Parish Council for approval.  They will go to tender over Easter.  They have opened a new coffee shop under the arches.  They are looking to have a community event to invite people in.  The School breaks up next Friday20th March at 1pm.  Councillor Hignett asked her if the school could move the bike rack around to the front of the leisure centre as it cannot be accessed through the back way any longer, she agreed to investigate this.  A resident asked if the school had an impact assessment on the traffic of their new areas that are being introduced.  The School have been invited to the traffic meeting on the 26th.     
8. Planning Matters  
a. Planning Applications
Resolved, these comments have already been submitted to SDDC Planning due to the closing dates.
DMPN/2026/0165: Prior Notification for an agricultural building at Bank House Farm, Main Street, Repton, Derby, DE65 6FB, The Repton Parish Council does not object to the application but would support a condition on approval to address the following concern - That rain runoff should be retained on-site and released at a rate not exceeding the green field runoff rate in accordance with SuDS principles.
DMPA/2025/0929: Demolition of an existing barn and the erection of a new calving barn at Broken Flatts Farm, Knights Lane, Repton, Derby DE65 6FE, No objection with conditions: The site is at the headwater of the Bentley Brook and therefore runoff from the site will contribute to flood flows in the Bentley Brook.  The proposal says that runoff will be directed to soakaways. However, the site is located on loamy soils with slowly permeable subsoils that are prone to seasonal waterlogging. This would make the soils less suitable for soakaways without significant engineering.  The use of retention ponds/tanks in place of soakaways would be an opportunity to reduce the flood risk in Repton.
b. Planning Decisions
None.

Standing Orders Resumed
9. County, District and Parish Councillor’s Reports
a. County Councillor Benfield thanked Councillor Hardwick for helping to set up the traffic meeting.  There will be representatives from Highways at the meeting.  He advised that the Milton Road potholes have been fixed.  He assured the Council that the missing light on Monsom Lane will be replaced soon.  He has raised a new case for the dislodged stones on the Cross.  Councillor Hurren asked about the state of Mount Pleasant Road, which is now in a worse condition since the recent diversion for roadworks that sent drivers down it.  He assured her that he had asked for the diversion to be moved.  Councillor Dickson said he believes that County Councillor Benfield had agreed to try and get a lorry load of gravel to improve the boggy area on Footpath 49 leading to Chestnut Way.   
b. District Councillor Haines, the green bin caddies are now back in stock and will be delivered soon to resident.  The collections have been pushed back to start of June.  The Local Plan Part 1 has seen a few modifications after feedback, so this will have to go back out to consultation, she will keep the Parish Council updated.  The main issues were a transport viability study and a link road.  Councillor Dickson thanked District Councillor Lowe for his assistance in reroofing the bus shelter, however the one going towards Burton still does not have a light, can this be sorted ASAP. 
10. Chairman’s Report
a. He advised that the Police are providing another anti-cyber course, he would not be available to attend and asked if another Councillor could.  Councillor Wilson agreed to attend.
11. clerk’s report
a. Annual leave: 19th-29th March; 11th-19th June; 3rd-14th September; 29th-31st December 
b. Councillor checks of the finances for this financial year are due.  Councillors Newbold and Hurren agreed to review the bank reconciliations. 
12. Finance
a. Receipts since last meeting
i. Allotment rent £458
ii. VAT reclaim from HMRC into Current Account £448.71 19/02/2026
iii. Headstone fee from Horobin Memorials into Current Account £250.00 24/02/2026
iv. Grant for flooding grit box from DCC into Current Account £131.95 02/03/2026
v. 2nd part of grant for Pump Track from Police and Crime Commissioner £1,250.00 26//02/2026
vi. Additional inscription fee from Art Stone Memorials into Current Account £125.00 05/03/2026
b. Payments Already Made and For Approval
	Current
Account
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Payment method/cheque number
	Description
	Name
	Vat
	Total
	Details for banking
	Transaction Number

	09/03/2025
	Bank transfer
	Clerk Salary
	Clerk
	 
	£1,086.06
	For information
	212

	09/03/2025
	Bank transfer
	Clerk pension
	DCC
	 
	£308.31
	For information
	213

	09/03/2025
	Standing Order
	Office rent
	Repton Village Hall
	 
	£25.00
	For information
	214

	16/02/2025
	Credit Note of 157.31
	Broomhills electricity (credit note)
	British Gas
	-£7.49
	-£141.25
	For information
	215

	09/03/2025
	Card payment
	Electricity supply to streetlight
	SSE Energy Solutions
	 
	£0.00
	For approval
	217

	09/03/2025
	Bank transfer
	Playground Equipment inspection and routine maintenance February 2026
Repairs
	SDDC
	 £201.93
	£1211.58
	For approval
	218

	09/03/2025
	Standing Order
	Youth Club
	Repton Village Hall
	 
	£150.00
	For information
	219

	09/03/2025
	Bank transfer
	Paye and NI month 11
	HMRC
	 
	£135.03
	For information
	220

	12/02/2026
	Bank transfer
	Mitre Field padlock keys
	Locksmith by John G Ltd (via volunteer)
	 
	£14.85
	For information
	222

	12/02/2026
	Bank transfer
	Arboretum tree pruning
	Woodgrow Horticulture Ltd
	£75.00
	£450.00
	For information
	223

	12/02/2026
	Card payment
	printer ink
	Cartridge People
	£4.16
	£24.94
	For information
	224

	17/02/2025
	Credit used 113.15, 44.16 still available
	Broomhills electricity
	British Gas
	£5.38
	£113.15
	For information
	225

	17/02/2025
	Credit used 38.51, 5.65 still available
	Broomhills electricity
	British Gas
	£1.83
	£38.51
	For information
	226

	23/02/2025
	Card Payment
	Feb payment
	Bluehost
	£0.88
	£5.27
	For information
	227

	09/03/2025
	Bank transfer
	Councillor training
	DALC
	 
	£165.00
	For approval
	228

	09/03/2026
	Direct Debit
	Burial Ground and Allotments Water
	Source For Business
	 
	£69.87
	For information
	229

	
	
	
	
	£281.69
	£3,671.31
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Account (earmarked reserves)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Payment method/cheque number
	Description
	Name
	Vat
	Total
	Details for banking
	Transaction Number

	09/03/26
	Bank transfer
	NFM Flooding Report
	Trent Rivers Trust
	£683.20
	£4,099.20
	For approval
	8


c. Bank Balances 
i. NatWest Current Account = £16,799.50
ii. NatWest Business Reserves Account = £ 16,434.11
iii. Public Sector Deposit Fund = £ 42,502.22
iv. Recreation Ground Account = £ 2,557.47
d. Asset Register
No updates needed.  
e. Banking arrangements
NatWest have advised that the current account will attract charges from 28th March 2026.
13. Maintenance
a. Burial Ground, Allotments And Arboreta
Clerk reported there is one funeral booked for 21st March.  The labels are being installed on the trees in the arboreta.  As the allotment fees are coming in, it may be that some plots will become available, there is a short waiting list. 
b. Broomhills and Mitre Field
Councillor Hardwick has recently accompanied an inspector from the water company due to the last bill being very high, the Council had requested this inspection.  It was agreed by them both that the water meter they are using to charge for our water is not the one at the pavilion.  Clerk to chase an update with the water company. 
Mitre Field playground inspections are ongoing.  Most items are low risk following the repairs being completed that the Parish Council agreed last month.
c. Maintenance Of Flood Monitor And Other Equipment
No updates
14. Reports from supporting Working Groups/Committee
a. HR (Councillors Hurren)
Councillor Hurren advised that there will be some minor changes to the policies the HR committee have oversight of.  They will report back to the next Council meeting on this. The Clerk’s appraisal is to take place at the beginning of April
b. IT (Clerk)
No updates.
c. Communications (Councillor Hurren)
Councillor Hurren thanked Councillors Rainey and Hess for their assistance.  She is currently documenting a communications plan. 
15. Reports from project Working Groups
a. Planning
i. Policy & Neighbourhood Plan (Councillor Rainey)
Councillor Rainey advised that himself and Councillor Hardwick had recently met SDDC. SDDC at the Kings Newton Development Appeal Inspection failed to prove that they have got five years housing supply.  This would set a precedent for the Mount Pleasant Development   Councillor Hurren asked if SDDC are going to revisit and recalculate, District Councillor Haines was unsure on this.   
Councillor Rainey has received one offer of help with the review of the NDP.
ii. Fisher Close redevelopment (Councillor Sheldon)
No updates
iii. Research who owns land adjacent to villages (Councillor Sheldon)
Councillor Dickson has received assistance from a resident and has a draft map of land ownership.  He is to work on this with Councillor Sheldon.
b. Connectivity (Councillor Dickson)
i. Path maintenance
Councillor Dickson believe there has been a minor unauthorised diversion of footpath 10, he is referring this to Highways for them to investigate.
ii. Buses 
No updates
iii. Path connections to other places 
No updates
iv. Local walks for leisure 
No updates
v. Path from Tanners Lane to Willington
No updates
c. Heritage (Councillor Dickson)
i. Brand identity and street signs
Councillor Newbold advised that some Milton villagers have agreed to clean the Milton signs and cut back any overgrowth.  Repton School Cadets have been doing the same to the Repton ones.
ii. Document key assets
No updates
iii. Heritage map
No updates
iv. Repton in Bloom Committee
Owen Jowett has been in touch with the primary school asking if they wish to be included in this year’s inspection.  He would like to install displays around cross.  The Clerk advised that a licence to place items in the highway should be applied to DCC for.  He was advised that he has a set budget from the Council for all the Repton in Bloom work.  There is currently only himself and his wife coordinating the entry and planting up the areas.   
v. Public access to heritage
No updates
vi. Heritage trail
No updates
vii. Install entry ‘gates’ at the entrances to each village
No updates
d. Community (Councillor McArdle)
i. Links to community groups
No updates
ii. High-speed internet
No updates
iii. Shops & services
No updates
iv. Local produce
No updates
e. Health & wellbeing
i. Defibrillators (Councillor Sheldon)
No updates


ii. Anti-choking devices (Councillor Sheldon)
No updates
iii. Repaint worn on-road markings (Councillor Dickson)
No updates
iv. 20mph (Councillor Hardwick) 
No updates
v. Parking (Councillor Hurren)
No updates
vi. Social/wellbeing groups (Councillor Dickson)
No updates
f. Incident Resilience (Councillor Hess)
i. Natural flood management 
No updates
ii. Flood Wardens and road signs
No updates
iii. Community Incident group
No updates
iv. Milton flood / Community Incident group 
No updates
v. Store on the right bank of the Brook
No updates
g. Sport, recreation, entertainment, culture (Councillor Mason)
i. Research what sport, recreation, entertainment & culture facilities are appropriate 
No updates
ii. Improve publicity of (public) School events 
No updates
iii. Redevelop Mitre Field play area 
Councillor Mason advised that there will be a launch event on the 28th of March for the pump track.  He would like to purchase signage to recognise all the donors that made it possible.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed he has a budget of £550 or less for this.  
iv. Broomhills refurb and development 
No updates


v. Further use of Repton School facilities (including Foremark) 
No updates
h. Burial Ground & Allotments
i. Revise the burial ground policy (Councillor Hurren)
Councillor Hurren has been reviewing the burial ground regulations following a meeting with herself, Councillor Dickson and the Grounds Maintenance Contractor.  There are concerns around the health and safety of the Contractor and anyone visiting the burial ground.  This is due to items being left on the graves that are not authorised in the regulations, such as plastic or glass items that would shatter if disturbed.  It was suggested that during the memorial checks herself and the Clerk would inspect all graves for this.  She proposed that owners of these graves are then contacted and asked to remove the articles.  If they are not removed, they will be moved to the shed for safe keeping.  The Clerk is to be contacted by anyone wishing to retrieve these items. This would also be advertised in the burial ground, in the parish magazine, Council noticeboards, website and social media. Resolved, all Councillors agreed. She is also looking into topping up of sunken graves. 
ii. Explore demand for (& legalities of) allotments in Milton (Clerk) delete from agenda
Clerk believes there is no demand for this.  This can be removed from any future agendas. 

iii. Environment and biodiversity (Councillor Hignett)
No updates

16. Correspondence (received since last agenda until 4th March 2026)
a. DCC: Newsletter x 4; Invitation to Heartwood's free webinar; Public Transport services transfer to EMCCA; Road Closure 1 Day 19/04/2026 Main Street Milton
b. DALC: Newsletter x ; New Procurement Advice Note Published & Local Government Reorganisation Consultation Now Live
c. NALC: Chief Executive’s Bulletin x 4
d. SDDC: Playground Inspection x  1; Update on Local Government Reorganisation; Application ref. DMPA/2025/0563: Land at Sk3126 0342 Mount Pleasant Road, Repton, Derby, DE65 6GQ
e. CCLA Monthly Comms x 1
f. Planning Appeal For DMPA/2025/1006
g. East Midlands Freeport in 2026
h. Repton Village Party
i. East Midlands Freeport Community Forum (EMIP) x 2
j. National Grid: Chesterfield to Willington – Invitation to project update briefing
k. South Derbyshire CVS: Roadshow, funding and more!
l. Charity Commission News - Winter 2026
m. Banking
n. Connect Fibre - Project Gigabit - Government funded Full FIBRE coming to your area soon
o. Groundwork Five Counties: Press release: Hedgerow Heroes plant 2km of new hedgerows
p. Derbyshire Pension Fund, employer newsletter 229, February 2026
q. Cycling on pavement Newton - Repton


17. Date and time of next Parish Council meeting
Monday 13th April 2026 in Repton Village Hall starting at 19:30


5
Chairman’s signature, once full Council has approved: ________________________________________

