


Minutes for the Repton Parish council meeting held on MONDAY 9th february 2026

Present: Councillors Hardwick (Chairman), Rainey, Hess, McArdle, Mason, Sheldon, Dickson, Hurren, Hignett, Wilson and Newbold
Absent: None 
Staff and public in attendance: Clerk Caroline Crowder, District Councillors Haines and Lowe, County Councillor Benfield, PCSO Marley and four members of the public
1. apologies
None.
2. declarations of interest
None
3. Dispensations on Declaration of Interests
None.
4. Any Items to be taken with the public excluded
None.
5. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting held on 12th january 2026
Resolved: The minutes were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct and true record.

Standing Orders suspended
6. Public Speaking
A member of the public advised the meeting they would be speaking at this weeks SDDC Planning Committee meeting, in reference to planning application DMPA/2025/1157.  District Councillor Haines advised that there is a site visit tomorrow by the Planning Department.  
Owen Jowett, Repton in Bloom Organiser, is going to register the village in this year’s contest.     
PCSO Marley thanked Councillor Sheldon and County Councillor Benfield for their assistance in the afternoon, after the temporary traffic lights outside the church failed.  He was astounded at the amount of bad language they were subjected to from the public, whilst they were trying to assist in getting the lights issue fixed.  It was found that the batteries were faulty and as they work using Wi-Fi were having an issue communicating due to another set of temporary traffic lights in the area.  These issues were fixed.  He advised that anyone whose journey is not vital should avoid the area for the rest of the week.  Flooding issues were seen in the previous week, and he wished to thank Kyran Farrell, the Parish Flood Wardens, members of the public and DCC Highways employees for their work in digging out the blocked areas.   
County Councillor Benfield advised that the traffic lights were for an emergency closure.  This means that DCC Highways only get one hour’s notification before the work can start.  If the works are planned, then there is a consultation but unless there is something serious a permit is issued.  They are usually given about four weeks’ notice for these.  The temporary lights this time are for electrical work at Repton School and had been planned to be done when they are on their half term break.  An operative will be onsite between 7am to 7pm to manage any issues.  
7. repton school
No representative at the meeting.     
8. Planning Matters  
a. Planning Applications
Noted. 
b. Planning Decisions
Noted.

Standing Orders Resumed
9. County, District and Parish Councillor’s Reports
a. County Councillor Benfield had chased up all the open issues that Councillor Dickson had queried with him.  He has had no response so far but will keep chasing until he does.  DCC have now relinquished control of bus services, they are with the East Midlands Combined County Authority, DCC staff have transferred to this Authority. He is aware of the massive transport problems in this area, not only with temporary lights through Repton but also with the A38, utility works in Swarkestone and ongoing flooding issues impacting the highways.  He is to call a public meeting in Repton to allow the public to express their concerns.  The number of potholes is also leading to issues with the highways and to members of the public’s vehicles.  He is trying to get the potholes repaired as quickly as possible.  Councillor Dickson advised him that repairs had been made to the kerbs around the Cross and within a few days they were again damaged.    
b. District Councillor Lowe advised that a planning application had been submitted for the new SDDC leisure centre in Swadlincote on William Nadin Way.  This will contain office space.    
c. District Councillor Haines advised there is a delay to the green bin replacement, this should now be completed by the end of February.  There is a Local Government Reform consultation out now, responses need to be sent in by the 26th of March.  There are reforms in process for planning.  They are looking at a national scheme of delegation, which could mean less goes to planning committee in the future. She is waiting on more information.  The Kings Newton appeal and subsequent passing of the application may lead to more appeals being granted for similar applications. She doesn’t have any update on S106 for the Repton School planning application but thinks that is may not be appropriate in this instance.  Councillor Hurren thought it should be made, as there will be an impact on parking and she believes this money should be available to assist with this.    

10. Chairman’s Report
a. He has issued a draft document of how the new action plan will alter the Council’s working parties.  The next agenda will follow this structure. 
b. The Council has received an invitation to have a stall at the Village Party.  He suggested this could be shared with the Village News.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed to this proposal.      
11. clerk’s report
a. Annual leave: 19th-29th March; 11th-19th June; 3rd-14th September; 29th-31st December 
b. Clerk has communicated with SDDC over the new government regulations on Simpler Recycling.  In addition to the trade waste at the burial ground and Broomhills, they have suggested adding a recycling collection for Broomhills.  This will be at a cost of £1 per collection, each fortnight.  This will ensure that the Council is compliant with the new government regulations.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed to this proposal, starting this financial year.
c. Policy updates, there are some that the HR Committee are to review.  For the rest that are due for renewal, the Clerk has used the NALC recommended polices and tailored for the Council.  This includes the Financial Regulations and IT Policy.  The Clerk has updated the Asset Register and Annual Financial Risk Assessment. There are some recommendations on the Risk Assessment to increase the amount insured when they policy is renewed.  All other policies due for renewal (except HR Committee ones) are all up to date, no changes needed.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed to the policy updates.
12. Finance
a. Receipts since last meeting
i. 26/01/2026 £300.00 into current account from Murrays Funeral Directors for an interment
ii. Allotment fees received up to 2nd February 2026 £381 into Current Account
iii. 03/02/2026 £136.25 income reinvestment into Public Sector Deposit Fund Account
b. Payments Already Made and For Approval
	Current Account
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Payment method/cheque number
	Description
	Name
	Vat
	Total
	Details for banking
	Transaction Number

	09/02/2026
	Bank transfer
	Grounds Maintenance for December
	Mercia Garden Care
	 
	£100.00
	For approval
	191

	09/02/2026
	Bank transfer
	Clerk Salary
	Clerk
	 
	£1,085.86
	For information only
	197

	09/02/2026
	Bank transfer
	Clerk pension
	DCC
	 
	£308.31
	For information only
	198

	09/02/2026
	Standing Order
	Office rent
	Repton Village Hall
	 
	£25.00
	For information only
	199

	09/02/2026
	Direct Debit
	Broomhills electricity
	British Gas
	 
	£0.00
	For information only
	200

	09/02/2026
	Direct Debit
	Mobile phone
	Tesco Mobile
	 
	£14.99
	For information only
	201

	09/02/2026
	Bank transfer
	Electrical Check and emergency lighting
	South Derbys Electrical Ltd
	£66.00
	£396.00
	For approval
	202

	09/02/2026
	Bank transfer
	Playground Equipment inspection and routine maintenance January 2026
	SDDC
	£10.93
	£65.58
	For approval
	203

	09/02/2026
	Standing Order
	Youth Club
	Repton Village Hall
	 
	£150.00
	For information only
	204

	09/02/2026
	Bank transfer
	Paye and NI month 10
	HMRC
	 
	£135.23
	For information only
	205

	09/02/2026
	Card payment
	Jan-26
	Bluehost
	£0.89
	£5.35
	For approval
	206

	15/02/2026
	Direct Debit
	Data protection fee
	ICO
	 
	£47.00
	For information only
	207

	09/02/2026
	Bank transfer
	Map
	Sign Craft Bretby (via a flood warden)
	 
	£7.00
	For approval
	208

	09/02/2026
	Bank transfer
	Sand for flooding
	Wickes (via flood warden)
	£3.72
	£22.20
	For approval
	209

	09/02/2026
	Bank transfer
	Sand for flooding
	B&Q (via flood warden)
	 
	£14.80
	For approval
	210

	05/02/2026
	Card payment
	Electricity supply to streetlight (August to December 2025)
	SSE Energy Solutions
	£13.89
	£291.79
	Card payment made by Clerk
	211

	
	
	
	
	£102.92
	£2,826.42
	
	


c. Bank Balances 
i. NatWest Current Account = £ 19,081.47
ii. NatWest Business Reserves Account = £ 20,518.36
iii. Public Sector Deposit Fund = £ 42,379.89
iv. Recreation Ground Account = £ 1,307.47
d. Asset Register
No updates needed.  
13. REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS
a. HR COMMITTEE
Councillor Hurren advised that the staff’s appraisal process is underway. 
b. PLANNING POLICY (COUNCILLOR RAINEY)
Councillor Rainey asked for volunteers for the Neighbourhood Development Plan working party.
c. SPEEDING, PARKING AND TRAFFIC
i. SPEED WATCH
Councillor Hignett advised there had been no Repton Speed Watch over the colder months, but they are due to restart again this week.    
ii. SPEED CONTROL (COUNCILLOR HARDWICK)
No update.
i. 20MPH PETITION
No update.   
iii. SIDS (COUNCILLOR HARDWICK)
No update.   
d. COMMUNICATION AND SOCIAL MEDIA (COUNCILLOR HURREN)
Councillor Hurren has asked for views to enable her to draft a policy document.  She believes that the Council should be telling the public what is happening, what is planned and what has been done.  Each working party should have their own plan.  The updates should be published on the Council’s website, social media and into the Village News.
e. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (CLERK)
See new policy acceptance in 11c. 
f. EMERGENCIES
i. COMMUNITY INCIDENT GROUP (COUNCILLOR SHELDON)
Councillor Sheldon is working on first aid and defibrillator training, initially for this group, but this may be expanded depending on how many are allowed in each session.
ii. FLOODING (COUNCILLOR HESS)
Councillor Hess advised that flood wardens and local residents had been involved in the recent flooding issues, and he thanked them for their assistance.  The working party are now looking at a redesign of the trash screens as they did cause some issues.  On natural flood management, they have been engaging with local landowners.  Councillor Hurren asked about landowners, as there is a lot of water running down Mount Pleasant into Milton.  Councillor Newbold agreed to report this to DCC and notify County Councillor Benfield of the incident number. 
g. ELDERLY PROVISION (COUNCILLOR SHELDON)
i. FISHER CLOSE
Councillor Sheldon has asked District Councillor Lowe to set up a meeting with SDDC.  
h. ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE (COUNCILLOR DICKSON)
County Councillor Benfield is assisting in trying to get the lighting in the bus shelter sorted.  Councillor Dickson has met with a DCC Highways Officer to discuss street lighting on the footpath behind the butchers.  They have agreed the optimum position for a new solar light; details will be sent to the Clerk when available.  He is hoping that Repton School will put lights on the bungalow they own.
i. RIGHTS OF WAY/MAINTENANCE (COUNCILLOR DICKSON) 
No updates.
j. BURIAL GROUND AND ALLOTMENTS (COUNCILLOR HURREN) 
Councillor Hurren advised that the allotment, society are no longer wishing to pursue a toilet.  She will be meeting with Councillor Dickson and the Grounds Maintenance contractor soon to discuss next year’s grounds maintenance. 
k. RECREATION, PLAY FIELDS AND YOUTH
i. BROOMHILLS PAVILION  
i. FEASIBILITY STUDY
Councillor Sheldon advised that the working party had assessed the quotes received and agreed to accept the quote from Steve Wells Associates. They have attended site last week and commenced the study.  The Clerk advised that she had submitted an application to SDDC for  S106 monies to cover this study.
ii. ELECTRICAL INSPECTION
This has been completed along with the emergency lighting check.  The report has been issued to all Councillors.  There are some recommendations that will need to be included in the feasibility study, which has been shared with Steve Wells Associates. The emergency lighting was all working correctly.
iii. REFURBISHMENT
No updates.
iv. MAINTENANCE
No updates. 
ii. MITRE FIELD
i. MULTI-FUNCTION TRACK (COUNCILLOR MASON)
Councillor Mason thanked Councillor Hignett and Owen Jowett for planting the tree saplings. All planning  conditions have now been met.  The working party wish to have a formal opening ceremony.  This is proposed to be on the 28th March, late morning.  The Clerk asked if the group agreed to her sending the requested information to the Derbyshire Police and Crime Commissioner for the second part of the grant.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed.
ii. PLAY AREA ()  
The Clerk had received a quote for some repairs to the playground area that were showing on the monthly playground inspection report as low risk but have been on the report for a while.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed to the repairs.  The grounds maintenance contractor has been asked to quote for work to repair the broken fence and hedge alongside the footpath.  Councillor McArdle is performing and recording a weekly check.   
14. Correspondence (received since last agenda until 3rd February 2026)
a. DCC: Newsletter x 3; Road Closure on High Street for 1 Day; Road Closure Ticknall Road 23/02/2026 - 27/02/2026
b. DALC: Newsletter x 2
c. NALC: Chief Executive’s Bulletin x 3; a new online resource showcasing practical case studies on devolution.
d. SDDC: Playground Inspection x  1; Details of Summer 2026 Summer Holiday Provision for Parish Councils; Repton Area Forum Agenda Pack - Winter 2026; Local Government Reorganisation update report for Parish Councils; Housing Roadshow at Oaklands Village 28th January 2026; SDDC ACH Winter newsletter; Parish Forum; Simpler Recycling; Area Forum Winter 2026 updates
e. CCLA Monthly Comms x 1
f. DMPA/2025/1157
g. Cadent Gas- Mains Replacement- Derby Road, Swarkestone, DE73 7JB
h. Derbyshire Pension Fund - Funding Strategy Statement: 2025 consultation; employer newsletter 228, January 2026
i. East Midlands Airport: Community Flyer
j. Derbyshire Police and Crime Commissioner: Report Fraud service fully launches today
k. Repton School: Queries
l. South Derbyshire CVS: Community Grants Available
m. Antony Cobley: MP Parish Council briefings
n. Broomhills Electrical Safety Report and Emergency Lighting Check


15. Date and time of next Parish Council meeting
Monday 9th March 2026 in Repton Village Hall starting at 19:00 for the Annual Parish meeting, the Council meeting will start on its conclusion.


5
Chairman’s signature, once full Council has approved: ________________________________________

