


Minutes for the Repton Parish council meeting held on MONDAY 12th January 2026

Present: Councillors Hardwick (Chairman), Rainey, McArdle, Mason, Sheldon, Dickson, Hurren, Hignett, Wilson, Newbold
Absent: Councillor Hess
Staff and public in attendance: Clerk Caroline Crowder, County Councillor Benfield, PCSO Marley and two members of the public.

1. apologies
Councillor Hess, District Councillors Haines and Lowe sent their apologies. 
2. declarations of interest
None
3. Dispensations on Declaration of Interests
None.
4. Any Items to be taken with the public excluded
None.
5. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting held on 15th december 2025
Resolved: The minutes were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct and true record.

Standing Orders suspended
6. Public Speaking
A member of the public talked about their objection to planning application DMPA/2025/1157.  They were advised that the Parish Council had submitted an objection and reiterated this once the amendment came out.  Any further queries were referred to the District Council Planning Department and District Councillors Haines and Lowe. 
A member of the public asked about their request for a composting toilet at the allotments.  The Chairman advised this is on the agenda for discussion.
PCSO Marley advised that the Mercia team have been set new priorities for this year.  They have been tasked with working alongside the Parish Council to make the roads in the parish safer.  He believes that the edging around the Cross is being regularly driven in to, with blocks from there now being in the road.  It is also very dark around that area for any pedestrians.  He is concerned that students from the School are walking around in dark clothing and not always taking care when crossing the roads.  He asked if the Parish Council could contact the School as they had previously agreed to review this, with consideration to perhaps having hi-vis lanyards.  Clerk to contact the School.  He also believes that a light should be erected on footpath 49 behind the butchers.  Councillor Dickson advised him that the Council had already expressed this concern to the School and have written to DCC to request a light.  Clerk to contact the School as they may wish to install lights on their property.    Councillor Hignett raised with PCSO Marley that he is concerned for cyclists using the pavement and not the road when cycling from Newton Solney to Repton on Burton Road.  The concern is for their safety as people coming out of drives on Burton Road will not see them until they pull out and this may result in accidents.  PCSO Marley advised that he wouldn’t like to force children to use the road but thought that writing to the local schools and putting details in the parish magazine may help educate them into using the pavement more safely.  Councillor Hignett agreed to document this along with the Clerk.  Councillor Mason asked how any anti-social behaviour should be reported to the Police.  He advised that if the issue is occurring and people are concerned then call 999.  If an incident needs reporting after the fact, then call 101.  Councillor McArdle requested this be put into the parish magazine.  E-scooters being ridden illegally have increased since Christmas, privately owned e-scooters are not legally allowed to be used in public spaces.   
7. repton school
No representative at the meeting.     
8. Planning Matters  
a. Planning Applications
Noted.
b. Planning Application Amendments
The Parish Council’s comments still stand for their objection to this application (DMPA/2025/1157) and subsequent amendment.
c. Planning Decisions
Noted.

Standing Orders Resumed
9. County, District and Parish Councillor’s Reports
a. County Councillor Benfield has chased up outstanding issues with DCC that Councillor Dickson has reported.  The handrail requested at the Pastures, has been raised as a job and is currently marked as proposed.  He will be interviewed on Radio Derby this week to talk about the multiple road works that are to take place in the surrounding areas that will have a huge effect on motorists and traffic through the Parish.  This includes the closing of Swarkestone Bridge, A38, bridge work in Willington and Newton Solney road closure.  He is holding a surgery along with the District Councillors at Repton Village Hall on Saturday. 

10. Chairman’s Report
a. He reported that the Kings Newton planning permission has been passed following an appeal.  This may affect the Mount Pleasant outline planning permission application.  
b. DALC have advised that cybercrime is now called Report Fraud.  
c. He asked if the newer councillors have been on the councillor essentials training.  Councillor Newbold is booked in, Councillors Hignett, Hurren and Wilson are to advise the Clerk which session they can attend.
d. The Local Area Forum and Flooding meeting are on the same day 21st January. He will attend the Local Area Forum.   
e. He asked if the Council wished to book any of the SDDC summer holiday activity programme. This is not in the budget for the next financial year.  Councillor McArdle reported that such events had not been particularly well attended some years ago.  The meeting agreed that times and children will have changed though.  It was proposed not to book anything this year but for Councillor Wilson to visit some events in other parishes this summer and report back in time for inclusion in the 2027-28 budget.     
11. clerk’s report
a. Annual leave: 19th-29th March; 11th-19th June; 3rd-14th September; 29th-31st December 
b. Councillor Smedley wishes to be known by her married name of Councillor Wilson.  SDDC have been informed and agreed to this.  

12. Finance
a. Receipts since last meeting
i. 22/12/2025 £12,631.22 into CCLA Public Sector Investment Fund from Current Account
ii. 24/12/2025 £1,250 into Recreation Ground Account from Police and Crime Commissioner Fund
iii. 31/12/2025 £17.59 interest into Business/Earmarked Reserves Account
iv. 05/01/2026 £109.85 into CCLA Public Sector Investment Fund income reinvestment
v. 09/01/2026 £15,066.49 into Current Account Concurrent Functions SDDC
b. Payments Already Made and For Approval
	Current Account
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Payment method/cheque number
	Description
	Name
	Vat
	Total
	Details for banking
	Transaction Number

	12/01/2026
	Bank transfer
	Clerk Salary
	Clerk
	 
	£1,086.06
	For information only
	186

	12/01/2026
	Bank transfer
	Clerk pension
	DCC
	 
	£308.31
	For information only
	187

	12/01/2026
	Standing Order
	Office rent
	Repton Village Hall
	 
	£25.00
	For information only
	188

	12/01/2026
	Direct Debit
	Broomhills electricity
	British Gas
	£4.72
	£99.13
	For information only
	189

	12/01/2026
	Direct Debit
	Mobile phone
	Tesco Mobile
	 
	£14.99
	For information only
	190

	12/01/2026
	Bank transfer
	Playground Equipment inspection and routine maintenance December 2025
	SDDC
	£10.93
	£65.58
	For approval
	192

	12/01/2026
	Standing Order
	Youth Club
	Repton Village Hall
	 
	£150.00
	For information only
	193

	12/01/2026
	Bank transfer
	Paye and NI month 9
	HMRC
	 
	£135.03
	For information only
	194

	23/12/2025
	Card payment
	Dec-25
	Bluehost
	£0.89
	£5.36
	For information only
	195

	12/01/2026
	Card payment
	WordPress Plus Hosting
	Bluehost
	 £31.18
	£187.06
	For approval
	196

	
	
	
	
	£47.72
	£2,076.52
	
	


c. Bank Balances 
i. NatWest Current Account = £21,226.89
ii. NatWest Business Reserves Account = £20,502.35
iii. Public Sector Deposit Fund = £42,243.64
iv. Recreation Ground Account = £1,307.47
d. Asset Register
No updates needed.  The Clerk repeated her request for photos and documentation of seats in the parish that might be owned by the Parish Council as the asset list is very poorly detailed for these.
13. REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS
a. HR COMMITTEE CREATION AND DOCUMENTS
Councillor Hurren advised that the working party had created a terms of reference and a policy document, which had been circulated to the Councillors.  They are now asking for instatement as a full committee with delegated powers.  They will have a minimum of two meetings a year but more if required.  Only one of the Chairman and Vice Chairman to be allowed on the committee, so independence can be kept for any issues.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed. Clerk to add the policy and terms of reference documents to the website. 
b. PLANNING POLICY (COUNCILLOR RAINEY)
i. SDDC LOCAL PLAN PART 2 REVIEW
Councillor Rainey had circulated a proposed response to all Councillors.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed to the wording of the response.  Clerk to submit to SDDC.     
c. SPEEDING, PARKING AND TRAFFIC
i. SPEED WATCH
No update.  
ii. SPEED CONTROL (COUNCILLOR HARDWICK)
i. 20MPH PETITION
No update.   


iii. SIDS (COUNCILLOR HARDWICK)
Councillors Hardwick and Hess have been rotating the SIDs and analysing the data.  Councillor Hardwick advised he had been contacted about joining with Findern and Willington Parish Councils for speeding/traffic issues.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed.   
d. COMMUNICATION AND SOCIAL MEDIA (COUNCILLOR HURREN)
No update.
e. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (CLERK)
No update. 
f. EMERGENCIES
i. COMMUNITY INCIDENT GROUP (COUNCILLOR SHELDON)
Councillor Sheldon is arranging free training for how to use defibs.
ii. FLOODING (COUNCILLOR HESS)
The working party have a meeting with the Rivers Trust to discuss the report on 21st January. 
g. ELDERLY PROVISION (COUNCILLOR SHELDON)
i. FISHER CLOSE
No updates. 
h. ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE (COUNCILLOR DICKSON)
i. ARBORETA MAINTENANCE
The Clerk advised that the quote for this year’s tree care is £25 over budget, £375 rather than £350.  Also, tree tags with species information can be installed at a cost of £68. Resolved, all Councillors agreed to the work.
ii. Councillor Dickson has reported to DCC that the pavement should be extended on the Milton Road and asked for the planter to be removed to allow access for all to use the pavement. 
iii. Councillor Dickson reported that the hedge by the pump track has been vandalised, he would like to contact the grounds maintenance contractor to get it fenced off and some saplings planted.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed to this if under £500.
i. RIGHTS OF WAY/MAINTENANCE (COUNCILLOR DICKSON) 
No further updates.
j. BURIAL GROUND AND ALLOTMENTS (COUNCILLOR HURREN) 
i. 2026 TENANCY AGREEMENTS AND COMMS
Resolved, all Councillors agreed to the documents the Clerk had drafted. 
ii. Councillor Hurren has agreed for the grounds maintenance contractor to strim the daffodil area in the burial ground, Clerk to advise the contractor to see if this can be completed before the bulbs start to grow.
iii. Councillor Hurren has been researching composting toilets.  She has circulated the details to the Councillors.  She is recommending that the allotment holders will need to bring a maintenance plan back to Council that they will have collective responsibility for, note the Council will not be responsible.  Councillor Hurren will document what is needed for the plan and the Clerk will email the allotment holder that requested a toilet.
k. RECREATION, PLAY FIELDS AND YOUTH
i. BROOMHILLS PLAYING FIELDS AND DOGS
Clerk to put a reminder in the village news for all people exercising dogs to keep to the path, pick the dog waste up and dispose of responsibly.  
ii. BROOMHILLS PAVILION  
i. FEASIBILITY STUDY
Three quotes have been received and provided to all Councillors. Councillor Sheldon has completed an initial review of the quotes and wishes to ask the Council to give delegated authority to the working party to fully review and make the decision which company to use (they will document this process and the reasons for their decision).  Resolved, all Councillors agreed.
ii. ELECTRICAL INSPECTION
Clerk to chase the contractor as they work has not yet been planned. 
iii. REFURBISHMENT
No updates.
iv. MAINTENANCE
No updates. 
iii. MITRE FIELD
i. MULTI-FUNCTION TRACK (COUNCILLOR MASON)
Councillor Mason discussed making plans for a launch event.  He will come back to the Council with a proposal. 
ii. PLAY AREA ()
Councillor McArdle is performing and recording a weekly check.  The monthly checks carried out by SDDC show nothing above a low risk, no further action needed. 
14. Correspondence (received since last agenda until 7th january 2026)
a. DCC: Newsletter x 3; Parish & Town Council Liaison Forum 8 December 2025: Local Government Reorganisation
b. DALC: Newsletter x 1; DALC December Forum: CREST Team; January Forum – Beaver Reintroduction in Derbyshire
c. NALC: Chief Executive’s Bulletin x 3; Chair’s Open Letter to Parish Councils
d. SDDC: Playground Inspection x 1; South Derbyshire District Council Local Plan Part 2 Review – Issues and Options; Christmas Bin Collection Dates and Online Calendars now available to download; January/February Area Forum dates and venues; Budget Consultation 2026/27
e. South Derbyshire CVS: Community Bulletin x 
f. CCLA Monthly Comms x 1
g. Antony Cobley: MP Parish Council briefings
h. Derbyshire Constabulary: 01/FOI/25/007724/Y
i. Derbyshire Fire and Rescue Service: Consultation on Community Risk Management Plan and Budget; Reminder: Consultation on Community Risk Management Plan and Budget
j. Derbyshire Pension Fund - Funding Strategy Statement: 2025 consultation; Derbyshire Pension Fund, LGPS - 2025 valuation results; Derbyshire Pension Fund - 2025 Actuarial Valuation - Individual Employer Meetings; Employer Newsletter
k. Derbyshire Police and Crime Commissioner: Report Fraud - the new national cybercrime and fraud service
l. Derbyshire Historic Buildings Trust- South Derbyshire Buildings at Risk Project
m. Repton Casuals: Dog Waste
n. Repton School: Signs and Litter Picking
o. DMPA/2025/1157


15. Date and time of next Parish Council meeting
9th February 2026 in Repton Village Hall at 19:30 
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Chairman’s signature, once full Council has approved: ________________________________________

