


Minutes for the Repton Parish council meeting held on MONDAY 10TH NOVEMBER 2025

Present: Councillors Hardwick (Chairman), Rainey, McArdle, Mason, Sheldon, Dickson, Hurren and Hignett 
Absent: Councillors Hess, Newbold, District Councillor Lowe
Staff and public in attendance: Clerk Caroline Crowder, County Councillor Benfield, District Councillor Haines, and 2 members of public.

1. apologies
Councillors Hess and Newbold sent their apologies.  District Councillor Lowe sent his apologies.
2. CO-OPTION
One application has been received.  Councillor McArdle proposed and Councillor Dickson seconded for Rachel Smedley to be co-opted as a Councillor.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed.  Councillor Smedley signed her declaration of acceptance of office and joined the meeting.
3. declarations of interest
None.
4. Dispensations on Declaration of Interests
None.
5. Any Items to be taken with the public excluded
None.
6. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting held on 13th october 2025
Resolved: The minutes were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct and true record.

Standing Orders suspended
7. Public Speaking
A representative of the allotments asked if the skip budgeted for 2026-27 could be brought forward to now.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed to this.  Owen Jowett asked the Council for a budget for next year’s Repton in Bloom contest.  The Chairman advised it would be considered at the finance meeting later this month.   
8. repton school
No representative at the meeting.     
9. Planning Matters  
a. Planning Applications
i. DMPA/2025/1157 Mount Pleasant Inn, Mount Pleasant Road, Repton, Derbyshire, DE65 6GQ.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed to the following objections as prepared by Councillor Rainey and circulated before the meeting.  Repton Parish Council objects to the Planning Application DMPA/2025/1157 (Mount Pleasant Inn) on the following grounds – the application does not meet the Repton and Milton Neighbourhood Development (NDP) Plan Policy CLE3.
 
NDP Policy CLE3 includes -
POLICY CLE3: SUPPORT FOR EXISTING AND NEW BUSINESSES:
Proposals for redevelopment or change of use of premises to employment uses will be permitted provided that:
· There would be no adverse impact on amenities of neighbouring businesses or residential properties.
· The proposed use does not adversely affect the environmental qualities of the area.
 We consider the application will have an adverse impact on the nearby residential properties, with people using the facility overlooking neighbouring properties and gardens.  It will also create noise pollution in what is basically a quiet rural area.   
We also consider the application will have an adverse impact on the environmental qualities of the surrounding area.  It is a development that could be considered in an urban environment, with adequate noise suppression, but is not suitable for a semi-rural area.
The fact that work has already started must not affect the decision to refuse the application.

b. Planning Decisions
Noted.

Standing Orders Resumed
10. County, District and Parish Councillor’s Reports
a. County Councillor Benfield updated the Council that he had asked for Askew Grove to be resurfaced, this is under review.  He has asked for the Cross to be cleaned, unfortunately this has not yet been actioned.  The Local Government Review, the current status is that it is being proposed that the whole of Derbyshire including the city become one authority.  
b. District Councillor Haines, an update on the Mount Pleasant road development, Highways and the Wildlife Trust want more information, she has called in for it to go to committee.  Flood liaison meeting is scheduled for later this month.  The Local Plan part two has not gone to committee yet but she believes this will be soon.  Postal votes will now only last three years, people will need to reapply after this time.  Councillor Mason asked her to look into an issue of a digger getting stuck on a development on Pinfold Close.  She advised that she has received complaints and is looking into this.   
c. Councillor McArdle advised that she had given permission on behalf of the Council for the village party to use Mitre Field next year. Resolved, all Councillors agreed with this.  Clerk to send notification to the organiser, also confirmed that dogs are banned from the field, there should be no entry charge and that the play equipment and track must be left available for use. 

11. Chairman’s Report
a. He is organising online fraud training; he has advertised it in the village news.  It was suggested that posters could be erected in areas like the Maple Tree café and businesses in the parish. 
b. DCC are having a liaison meeting, where the Local Government Reform will be discussed, he will attend on behalf of the Parish Council.
c. SDDC are turning the Christmas lights on in Swadlincote on Saturday 29th November, anyone is free to attend.
d. He reminded the Councillors that it is only two weeks until the finance meeting.  He has issued out the draft strategic plan document and Councillors will need to update the short term goals with the money that will be needed to achieve them.  All updates need to be with the Clerk within the week.  
12. clerk’s report
a. Annual leave:   5th – 12th and 29th-31st December 2025
b. The Clerk asked if it would be possible to move the September 2026 meeting from 14th to 21st.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed.
c. Broomhills cleaner now finished, Resolved, all Councillors agreed to send a letter of thanks.  Repton Casuals have been advised they will need to clean after each session
d. Broomhills fire extinguisher service due, Councillor Hardwick agreed to meet with them.


13. Repton Peacock Consultation
SDDC following a consultation with the public have asked the Parish Council for their views on possible reduction of the number of peacocks.  Resolved, the majority of Councillors agreed to respect SDDC’s authority in this matter.  Councillor McArdle wished it to be noted that she abstained from the vote. 

14. Safeguarding Policy
Resolved, all Councillors agreed to accept the policy drafted by the Clerk.
15. Repton Recreation Ground Charity Business
a. Adoption of all Parish Council Policies by the Repton Recreation Ground Charity
Resolved, all Councillors agreed
b. Agreement to Publish documentation to a charity section of Parish Council Website for Repton Recreation Ground Charity
Resolved, all Councillors agreed
c. Appointment of Council Representative at Repton Recreation Ground Charity Meetings
Councillor McArdle proposed the Chairman, seconded by Councillor Sheldon, Resolved, all Councillors agreed for the Chairman to be the representative.
16. Finance
a. Receipts since last meeting
i. 14/10/2025 £16,809.34 received from Public Sector Deposit Fund (general reserves) into Current Account
ii. 15/10/2025 £5000 donation from Repton School for the multi-function track into the Recreation Ground Account
iii. 13/10/2025 £50,494.00 received from earmarked reserves account into Recreation Ground Account
iv. 20/10/2025 £16,809.35 received from Current Account into Recreation Ground Account
v. 31/10/2025 £43.47 received from interest into Earmarked Reserves Account
vi. 06/11/2025 £700.00 received from Coop Funeral Directors into Current Account
b. Correction to October payments
i. Correction to payment from October, Clock servicing invoice should have been £215.00 plus £43.00 VAT, totalling a payment of £258.00.  Cumbria Clocks had sent out the 2024 invoice not the 2025 one.
ii. Correction to payment from October, due to a donation of £5,000 being received the payment from the earmarked reserves account to the recreation ground account only needed to be £50,494.00
iii. Correction to payment from October, Current account to Recreation Ground was agreed at £16809.34 and the payment was for £16809.35
c. Payments Already Made and For Approval
	Current Account
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Payment method/cheque number
	Description
	Name
	Vat
	Total
	Details for banking
	Transaction Number

	10/11/2025
	Bank transfer
	Clerk Salary
	Clerk
	 
	£1,086.06
	For information only
	139

	10/11/2025
	Bank transfer
	Clerk pension
	DCC
	 
	£308.31
	For information only
	140

	10/11/2025
	Standing Order
	Office rent
	Repton Village Hall
	 
	£25.00
	For information only
	141

	10/11/2025
	Direct Debit
	Broomhills electricity
	British Gas
	£3.93
	£82.54
	For information only
	142

	10/11/2025
	Bank transfer
	Broomhills cleaning
	Cleaner
	 
	£36.00
	For approval
	143

	10/11/2025
	Direct Debit
	Mobile phone
	Tesco Mobile
	 
	£14.99
	For information only
	144

	10/11/2025
	Bank transfer
	Grounds Maintenance
	Mercia Garden Care
	 
	£0.00
	For approval
	145

	10/11/2025
	Bank transfer
	Playground Equipment inspection and routine maintenance October 2025
	SDDC
	£10.93
	£65.58
	For approval
	146

	10/11/2025
	Standing Order
	Youth Club
	Repton Village Hall
	 
	£150.00
	For information only
	147

	10/11/2025
	Bank transfer
	Paye and NI months 6 and 7
	HMRC
	 
	£270.26
	For information only
	148

	16/10/2025
	Bank transfer
	Flood monitor battery
	Aquasition Ltd
	£41.00
	£246.00
	Paid under delegated authority to Chairman and Clerk
	149

	10/11/2025
	Bank transfer
	Flooding shed signs
	Safety Signs 4 Less, Value Products Ltd (via flood warden)
	£3.76
	£22.55
	For approval
	150

	10/11/2025
	Bank transfer
	Plumbing fix at Broomhills
	CJB Plumbing & Heating
	 
	£205.00
	Paid under delegated authority to Chairman and Clerk
	151

	21/10/2025
	Card payment
	Planning permission fee
	SDDC
	 
	£298.00
	Paid under delegated authority to Chairman and Clerk
	152

	23/10/2025
	Card payment
	Oct-25
	Bluehost
	£0.90
	£5.40
	For information only
	153

	27/10/2025
	Bank transfer
	Additional insurance to cover multi-wheeled track
	Zurich Municipal
	 
	£102.78
	Paid under delegated authority to Chairman and Clerk
	154

	29/10/2025
	Direct Debit
	Unmetered electricity supply (June 2025)
	SSE Energy Solutions
	£0.55
	£11.45
	For information only
	155

	30/10/2025
	Direct Debit
	Unmetered electricity supply (July 2025) (final invoice of agreement)
	SSE Energy Solutions
	£0.56
	£11.83
	For information only
	156

	27/10/2025
	Card payment
	Printer ink
	Cartridge People
	£8.85
	£53.07
	For information only
	157

	03/11/2025
	Card payment
	Antivirus protection
	McAfee
	 
	£49.99
	For information only
	158

	28/10/2025
	Card payment
	Peg for burial ground
	Amazon
	£1.00
	£5.99
	For information only
	159

	10/11/2025
	Bank transfer
	Poppy fixings on Cross
	R Massey & Sons (via a volunteer)
	£3.65
	£21.97
	For approval
	160

	
	
	
	
	£75.13
	£3,072.77
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Recreation Ground Account
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Payment method/cheque number
	Description
	Name
	Vat
	Total
	Details for banking
	Transaction Number

	21/10/25
	Bank transfer
	30% at week 2 invoice
	Clark & Kent Contractors
	£4,734.00
	£28,404.00
	Paid under delegated authority to Councillors Mason, McArdle and Dickson
	4

	 
	Bank transfer
	20% on completion invoice
	Clark & Kent Contractors
	£3,156.00
	£18,936.00
	For approval
	5

	
	
	
	
	£7,890.00
	£47,340.00
	
	


d. Bank Balances (note these balances are after all the movement between accounts has been made and pre- authorisation of track invoices)
i. NatWest Current Account = £ 12,827.67
ii. NatWest Business Reserves Account = £ 20,469.84
iii. Public Sector Deposit Fund = £29,282.79
iv. Recreation Ground Account = £8.86
e. Asset Register
Multi-function track to be added once final payment has been made. Flood monitor battery to be added.
17. REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS
a. PLANNING POLICY (COUNCILLOR RAINEY)
Councillor Rainey is to meet Stefan Saunders the Head of Planning for SDDC later this month to discuss the NDP.  He will report back to the Council after this meeting.   
b. SPEEDING, PARKING AND TRAFFIC
i. SPEED WATCH
The monthly report from the Repton group had been circulated prior to the meeting.  
ii. SPEED CONTROL (COUNCILLOR HARDWICK)
i. 20MPH PETITION
Councillor Hardwick said the total number of signatures was now 625.  He and some other Councillors had met with County Councillors Benfield and Hill to discuss speed control in the Parish.  They will be arranging a meeting with Richard Hanbury and Julian Gould to discuss further.  
iii. SIDS (COUNCILLOR HARDWICK)
Councillor Hardwick is to analyse the data that the SIDs have captured.  
c. COMMUNICATION AND SOCIAL MEDIA (COUNCILLOR HURREN)
No update.
d. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (CLERK)
No update. 
e. EMERGENCIES
i. COMMUNITY INCIDENT GROUP (COUNCILLOR SHELDON)
The group had their first meeting, and 15 people have now been trained. They are meeting on 18th November and will be writing a risk register and organising first aid training.
ii. FLOODING (COUNCILLOR HESS)
i. BROOK MONITOR BATTERY
This has now been fitted by Councillor Hess.
f. ELDERLY PROVISION (COUNCILLOR SHELDON)
i. FISHER CLOSE
Councillor Sheldon is to meet with SDDC on 17th December to discuss the future of Fisher Close. 
g. ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE (COUNCILLOR DICKSON)
No update.
h. RIGHTS OF WAY/MAINTENANCE (COUNCILLOR DICKSON) 
The Clerk has asked for grounds maintenance tenders, these will be discussed at the finance committee meeting.
i. BURIAL GROUND AND ALLOTMENTS (COUNCILLOR HURREN) 
Councillor Hurren had been to check the site; the burial ground has had a tidy and is looking good.  The Allotments Association have agreed to mend a broken tap.  
j. RECREATION, PLAY FIELDS AND YOUTH
i. BROOMHILLS PAVILION  
i. ELECTRICAL INSPECTION
Clerk to ask for quotes.
ii. CLEANING
Cleaner now retired, all hirers must clean after they use the facility. 
iii. REFURBISHMENT
Councillor Sheldon is waiting to hear back from the FA about architects.
iv. MAINTENANCE
Councillor Sheldon has a concern about a leak in the roof.  Repton Casuals have a contact who will investigate this and report back to him. 
ii. MITRE FIELD
i. WEEKLY VISUAL DOCUMENTED PLAY AREA CHECK
Councillor McArdle has designed a checklist for inspections.  She completed inspections on the 6th and 10th November.  Clerk to file sheets once complete.  


ii. MULTI-FUNCTION TRACK (COUNCILLOR MASON)
Councillor Mason advised that it is nearly complete, there a just a few snags to be rectified.  The planning conditions have been met and SDDC have put this out to consultation.  Councillor Mason was asked to write an article to submit to the parish magazine for publication next month.  It was discussed when a launch event should be held, early next year was the consensus.  Councillor Mason is looking into quotes for signage on the Field. 
iii. FUNDING
a. SIGNING OF GRANT APPLICATION FOR DERBYSHIRE POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER
Resolved, all Councillors agreed to the Clerk signing this on their behalf.  
iv. PLAY AREA ()
A new cradle has been installed on the swings; it was proposed to purchase another one to match.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed.
v. RISK ASSESSMENT
Resolved, all Councillors agreed to accept the risk assessment.
18. Correspondence (received since last agenda until 4th november)
a. DCC: Newsletter x 4; PTCLF: Police & Crime Commissioner response; Land on the S-W side of Mt Pleasant Road DE65 6GQ (REPTON); Parish & Town Council Liaison Forum 8 December 2025
b. DALC: Newsletter x 2
c. NALC: Chief Executive’s Bulletin x 3
d. SDDC: Playground Inspection x 1; SDDC Active Communities and Health Autumn 25 Newsletter; Houses Paying Precept - Ref: FOI2025/00798; South Derbyshire District Council Flood Liaison Meeting - Thursday 20th Nov 2025 -10am-12; Application ref. DMOT/2025/1333: Acknowledgement of application; Local Government Reorganization in Derbyshire – update for stakeholders; South Derbyshire District Council Flood Liaison Meeting - Thursday 20th Nov 2025 -10am-12 x 2
e. South Derbyshire CVS: Community Bulletin x ; Funding Fair
f. District Councillor Lowe: Concurrent Function Grants; Free Tree Scheme
g. Anthony Cobley: SNT Priorities x 2; MP Office Quarterly briefings-shared feedback
h. Police: New Neighbourhood Priorities
i. County Councillor Benfield: Unable to Find/Action - Askew Grove, Repton, Derby - Road Condition - Pothole/Trip Hazard - FS-Case-757322633 [ID:0173370]
j. Repton Casuals New Contacts
k. Derbyshire Pension Fund: MHCLG consultation: Scheme improvements (access and protections); October Newsletter
l. East Midlands Airport: Community Flyer
m. Grounds Maintenance Quotes
n. National Grid: Chesterfield to Willington - Community Project Update - November 2025

19. Date and time of next Parish Council meeting
24th November 2025 at 19:00 in Repton Village Hall for the finance committee meeting
15th December 2025 in Repton Village Hall at 19:30 for the Council meeting.


5
Chairman’s signature, once full Council has approved: ________________________________________

