


Minutes for the Repton Parish council meeting held on MONDAY 8th September 2025

Present: Councillors Hardwick (Chairman), Rainey, McArdle, Mason, Hess, Newbold and Hignett (joined the meeting at planning matters)
Absent: Councillors Sheldon, Dickson, Williamson and Hurren
Staff and public in attendance: Clerk Caroline Crowder, County Councillor Benfield, District Councillor Haines and 2 members of public.

1. apologies
Councillors Sheldon, Dickson and Hurren sent their apologies. District Councillor Lowe sent his apologies.
2. declarations of interest
None.
3. Dispensations on Declaration of Interests
None.
4. Any Items to be taken with the public excluded
None.
5. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting held on 14th July 2025
Resolved: The minutes were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct and true record.

Standing Orders suspended
6. Public Speaking
A member of the public advised that the final for the Repton in Bloom entry is on the 24th of September. 
7. repton school
Sarah Greig from Repton School attended the meeting.  She thanked Owen Jowett for all his work for the Repton in Bloom entry.  She is expecting the 3G pitch planning application to go to planning committee next week.  They have resubmitted since the first consultation, had a noise impact assessment done and are now waiting for environmental health to come back to them on this, enhanced landscaping proposals and the flood lights are now flatter meaning less glare.  They continue to take on board any feedback.  Councillor Hardwick advised her that at a previous meeting it was suggested that the School keep the Parish updated by putting articles in the Village News.  She advised that they have recently submitted a planning application for listed building consent to install a bollard in the arch.  Councillor McArdle advised her that some people feel that the School are shutting the public out from entered the School grounds. Sarah advised that there are strict regulations to adhere to for safeguarding the students.  She would look into the School having more open days that the public would be invited to.  She also advised that the School would like to make a donation towards the multi-function track.    
8. Planning Matters  
a. Planning Applications
i. Planning application DMPA/2025/0563 Outline planning application, with all matters reserved (except for access into the site) for the erection of up to 75 dwellings including land for landscaping and new vehicular and pedestrian access from Mount Pleasant Road at Land at Sk3126 0342 Mount Pleasant Road, Repton, Derby, DE65 6GQ .  Following a public meeting last week Councillor Rainey had documented the Council’s objection to the application.  He also thanked Councillor Hardwick for the smooth running of the meeting.  He also wished to thank all the members of the public that had submitted their concerns at the meeting or to the Clerk beforehand.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed to the wording of the objection.  The Clerk is to submit this to SDDC Planning, add to the Parish Council’s website, share on Facebook and publish the draft minutes to show the Council’s agreement to the objection. 
b. Planning Appeals
Noted.
c. Planning Decisions
Noted.

Standing Orders Resumed
9. County, District and Parish Councillor’s Reports
a. County Councillor Benfield thought the public meeting went really well last week. He advised that the concrete block in the sewer by Brook House was cleared on the 15th of July, and 60m of water is now coming through the pipe.  The cycle cleaning was completed on the 23rd.  He has chased various open issues including a tree problem, hedges on causeway and the Cross.  He has received correspondence about parking issues near the school.  Since the surfacing work on Springfield Road the road markings have not been reinstated, he has reported this.  As part of the discussion around planning application DMPA/2025/0563, the interest of DCC in the ownership of the land at Mount Pleasant was queried for which he has logged a case, and it is with DCC to reply.  More roadworks are due to start on the Askew Grove area from 6th October to 2nd November, the road will be closed, access only.  Once this is complete the work will move onto Longlands.  
b. District Councillor Haines encouraged the Clerk and Chairman to attend the planning meeting with parish councils on Microsoft Teams next week.  Along with District Councillor Lowe, they ran a surgery last Saturday and they took along a peacock survey.  She will feed these completed surveys and comments back to SDDC.  Update on the local plan, submitted draft for part one and all the statutory consultees had come back with feedback, developers have come back with lots of criticism.  The government increased housing targets, so some plans show different figures.  Not all documents are in, as it is still in draft.  Officers are working on part two of the plan and this should go to committee in November. 
c. Councillor Newbold reported that the John Port Spence Academy buses had recently increased to now having three buses.  

10. Chairman’s Report
a. Councillor Hardwick reported that the work on the strategy document has been going well, he will update the document with all comments and hold further meetings to refine the document in the coming weeks before final discussion at the finance meeting in November.
11. clerk’s report
a. Annual leave:  29th September – 3rd October, 5th – 12th and 29th-31st December 2025
b. Woodgrow Horticulture have replaced the stake that had been damaged in the arboretum, at no cost to the Council
c. Items identified on the most recent playground inspection report have been agreed to be repaired by the clerk and the chairman, this is within the budget. The Clerk is to inform SDDC that the playground will be closed during the multi-function track construction.
d. £100 cash donation for the multi-function track was paid into current account and transferred to recreation ground account as post office will not accept cash paid in unless a card is used.  No card available for recreation ground account.  This was agreed with the Chairman and Vice Chairman.
12. Finance
a. Receipts since last meeting
i. 15/07/2025 donation via Crowdfund £58.03 into recreation ground account
ii. 24/07/2025 donation for pump track paid into current account £100.00
iii. 28/07/2025 VAT reclaim HMRC paid into current account £1,946.40
iv. 31/07/2025 interest on Business Reserves Account £57.57
v. 04/08/2025 donation from Current Account to Recreation Ground Account £100.00
vi. 04/08/2025 VAT reclaim moved from Current Account to Earmarked Reserves Account £1,571.46
vii. 04/08/2025 CCLA public sector fund reinvestment £163.77
viii. 29/08/2025 interest on Business Reserves Account £58.88
ix. 02/09/2025 CCLA public sector fund reinvestment £159.44
b. Payments Already Made and For Approval
	August and September 2025 Payment Schedule
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	Date
	Payment method/cheque number
	Description
	Name
	Vat
	Total
	Details for banking
	Transaction Number

	14/07/2025
	Direct Debit
	Broomhills electricity
	British Gas
	£2.10
	£44.20
	For information only
	64

	23/07/2025
	Bank transfer
	Sign storage bags for Repton Speed Watch
	Protect Signs
	£6.79
	£40.75
	Paid under delegated authority of chairman and clerk
	79

	23/07/2025
	Card payment
	July 2025
	Bluehost
	£0.89
	£5.34
	For information only
	80

	17/07/2025
	Bank transfer
	Tap repair allotments
	CJB Plumbing & Heating
	 
	£100.00
	Paid under delegated authority of chairman and clerk
	81

	04/08/2025
	Bank transfer
	Clerk Salary
	Clerk
	 
	£1,061.41
	For information only
	82

	04/08/2025
	Bank transfer
	Clerk pension
	DCC
	 
	£298.75
	For information only
	83

	04/08/2025
	Standing Order
	Office rent
	Repton Village Hall
	 
	£25.00
	For information only
	84

	04/08/2025
	Direct Debit
	Broomhills electricity
	British Gas
	£2.60
	£54.66
	For information only
	85

	04/08/2025
	Bank transfer
	Broomhills cleaning
	Cleaner
	 
	£45.00
	Paid under delegated authority of chairman and clerk
	86

	04/08/2025
	Direct Debit
	Mobile phone
	Tesco Mobile
	 
	£14.99
	For information only
	87

	04/08/2025
	Bank transfer
	Grounds Maintenance
	Mercia Garden Care
	 
	£315.00
	Paid under delegated authority of chairman and clerk
	88

	04/08/2025
	Bank transfer
	Playground Equipment inspection and routine maintenance July 2025
	SDDC
	£10.93
	£65.58
	Paid under delegated authority of chairman and clerk
	89

	04/08/2025
	Standing Order
	Youth Club
	Repton Village Hall
	 
	£150.00
	For information only
	90

	08/09/2025
	Bank transfer
	PAYE months 4 and 5
	HMRC
	 
	£315.94
	For information only
	91

	04/08/2025
	Account transfer
	Donation for pump track
	A Donor (via current account)
	 
	£100.00
	Paid under delegated authority of chairman and clerk
	92

	04/08/2025
	Account transfer
	VAT reclaim for items paid for out of earmarked reserves account
	Repton Parish Council
	 
	£1,571.46
	Paid under delegated authority of chairman and clerk
	93

	04/08/2025
	Card payment
	printer ink
	Amazon
	£3.17
	£18.99
	Paid under delegated authority of chairman and clerk
	94

	04/08/2025
	Bank transfer
	External Audit fee
	PKF Littlejohn LLP
	£63.00
	£378.00
	Paid under delegated authority of chairman and clerk
	95

	04/08/2025
	Bank transfer
	Milton planter refills
	Firs Farm Nursery
	£33.34
	£200.04
	Paid under delegated authority of chairman and clerk
	96

	31/07/2025
	Card payment
	Postage
	Royal Mail
	 
	£2.77
	For information only
	97

	08/09/2025
	Bank transfer
	Clerk Salary
	Clerk
	 
	£1,184.23
	For information only
	98

	08/09/2025
	Bank transfer
	Clerk pension
	DCC
	 
	£346.55
	For information only
	99

	08/09/2025
	Standing Order
	Office rent
	Repton Village Hall
	 
	£25.00
	For information only
	100

	19/08/2025
	Paid from credit balance
	Broomhills electricity
	British Gas
	£1.27
	£26.84
	For information only
	101

	08/09/2025
	Bank transfer
	Broomhills cleaning
	Cleaner
	 
	£0.00
	For approval
	102

	08/09/2025
	Direct Debit
	Mobile phone
	Tesco Mobile
	 
	£14.99
	For information only
	103

	08/09/2025
	Bank transfer
	Grounds Maintenance
	Mercia Garden Care
	 
	£240.00
	For approval
	104

	08/09/2025
	Bank transfer
	Playground Equipment inspection and routine maintenance July 2025
	SDDC
	£10.93
	£65.58
	For approval
	105

	08/09/2025
	Standing Order
	Youth Club
	Repton Village Hall
	 
	£150.00
	For information only
	106

	31/07/2025
	Card payment
	Microsoft 365
	Microsoft
	£14.16
	£84.99
	For information only
	107

	15/09/2025
	Direct Debit
	Water for burial ground and allotments
	Source For Business
	 
	£267.35
	For information only
	108

	18/08/2025
	Credit Note
	Cancelled invoice 805389763
	British Gas
	-£2.10
	-£44.20
	For information only
	109

	18/08/2025
	Credit Note
	Cancelled invoice 814945221
	British Gas
	-£2.60
	-£54.66
	For information only
	110

	19/08/2025
	Paid from credit balance
	Broomhills electricity
	British Gas
	£1.60
	£33.67
	For information only
	111

	19/08/2025
	Paid from credit balance
	Broomhills electricity
	British Gas
	£1.15
	£24.21
	For information only
	112

	23/08/2025
	Card payment
	Aug-25
	Bluehost
	£0.90
	£5.38
	For information only
	113

	11/08/2025
	Direct Debit
	Broomhills water (1st March - 1st August)
	Source For Business
	 
	£558.36
	For information only
	114

	29/08/2025
	Card payment
	Backblaze backup 
	Backblaze
	£17.65
	£88.24
	For information only
	115

	
	
	
	
	£165.78
	£7,824.41
	
	

	Business Reserves Account (earmarked reserves)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Payment method/cheque number
	Description
	Name
	Vat
	Total
	Details for banking
	Transaction Number

	28/07/2025
	Bank transfer
	Commercial dishwasher
	Easy Equipment Ltd
	£186.00
	£1,115.99
	Paid under delegated authority of chairman and clerk
	6

	
	
	
	
	£186.00
	£1,115.99
	
	


c. Bank Balances
i. NatWest Current Account = £32,501.79
ii. NatWest Business Reserves Account = £ 70,855.14
iii. Public Sector Deposit Fund = £ 45,940.16
iv. Recreation Ground Account = £ 2,223.53
d. Asset Register
No updates needed.
13. Working Group Membership
No Councillor has contacted the Clerk since the last meeting; document now accepted as up to date.
14. Broomhills Cleaning
The Clerk had received notice from the Broomhills Cleaner.  They agreed to stay until a replacement can be found.  The Broomhills working group is to discuss this with Repton Casuals and come back to the next meeting.
15. SNN 2025 04526 Consultation Letter (Proposed Street Name ‘Old Mill Mews’)
Resolved, all Councillors agreed that there were no objections to this name.

16. Grounds Maintenance Specification 2026-27
Resolved, all Councillors agreed to the specification.  The Clerk is to gain quotes for the November Finance Meeting.
17. Metal Detecting on Council Land
Resolved, all Councillors agreed that there should be no metal detecting on Parish Council owned land.
18. Standing Order Update and Approval
Resolved, all Councillors agreed to the updated version.
19. REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS
a. PLANNING POLICY (COUNCILLOR RAINEY)
Councillor Rainey is putting together a plan to update the NDP and will report back to full Council.   No update on   Freeport.   
b. SPEEDING, PARKING AND TRAFFIC
i. SPEED WATCH
Report from Repton Speed Watch was received.  They recently had a major incident, that Police attended.  They may be coming back to the Council for funding for body cameras.  
ii. SPEED CONTROL (COUNCILLOR HARDWICK)
i. 20MPH PETITION
Councillor Hardwick advised that about 540 signatures had been received so far.  He asked Sarah Grieg if the School could put this out in their communications that the petition was still open.
iii. SIDS (COUNCILLOR HARDWICK)
No updates during the meeting.
c. COMMUNICATION AND SOCIAL MEDIA (COUNCILLOR HURREN)
No updates during the meeting.
d. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (CLERK)
No updates during the meeting.
e. EMERGENCIES
i. COMMUNITY INCIDENT GROUP (COUNCILLOR SHELDON)
Councillor Hess advised that their next meeting is on the 14th of October.
ii. FLOODING (COUNCILLOR HESS)
Councillor Hess advised that they are working with DCC and are to be given the authority to erect flood warning signs subject to conditions to be agreed with DCC.  Agreement had been reached on siting the storage shed on Well Lane with a private landowner.  Councillor Hess noted that there had been a useful meeting with DCC on 11th August who had advised that a second storage would be needed on the east side of the Brook, on Pinfold Lane, to avoid flood wardens having to cross the flooding to place signs and barriers.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed to spend up to £1500 on the shed and equipment mentioned in Councillor Sheldon’s report. ELDERLY PROVISION (COUNCILLOR SHELDON)
iii. FISHER CLOSE
No update in the meeting.
f. ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE (COUNCILLOR DICKSON)
i. CLOCK SERVICING ON THE CHURCH
Resolved, all Councillors agreed to the three year servicing quote.  
g. RIGHTS OF WAY/MAINTENANCE (COUNCILLOR DICKSON) 
No update in the meeting.  
h. BURIAL GROUND AND ALLOTMENTS (COUNCILLOR HURREN) 
The Clerk advised that a check had been carried on 1st September with Councillor Hurren, and a report issued to Council.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed to the actions in the report.
i. RECREATION, PLAY FIELDS AND YOUTH
i. BROOMHILLS PAVILION  
i. REFURBISHMENT
a. INVITATION TO TENDER
Councillor Rainey has finalised the document and the Clerk is to put out the invitation to tender ASAP.
ii. MAINTENANCE
The Clerk reported that the water bill was very large and has asked the water company where the meter is so that it can be checked to see if the meter is showing any use of water with all taps turned off.  If issue found, then a plumber needs to be called in. 
ii. MITRE FIELD
i. MULTI-FUNCTION TRACK (COUNCILLOR MASON)
a. WEEKLY VISUAL DOCUMENTED PLAY AREA CHECK
The Councillors asked the Clerk to produce a check list that can be used and bring back to the next meeting
ii. MULTI-FUNCTION TRACK
Councillor Mason advised that work was due to start on 22nd September.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed that the whole field including the playground should be shut during the works.  Clerk to put up signs at both entrances, email all regular users, update on the Council website and Facebook.  All Councillors also agreed for the clerk to purchase the bat box and insect hotel.  Councillor McArdle agreed to take photos and update a plan as to where these would be sited to meet the planning condition. 
iii. FUNDING
Donations are still coming in.  

iv. PLAY AREA (COUNCILLOR SHELDON)
Repairs authorised by Clerk and Chairman in August, work is budgeted for. 
20. Correspondence (received since last agenda until 3rd September)
a. DCC: Newsletter x 4; Community Insights Engagement; Temporary Road Closure | Watery Lane, Bretby | 01/10/2025 - 06/10/2025
b. DALC: Newsletter x 1; Peacocks: Anonymous Letters
c. NALC: Chief Executive’s Bulletin x 4
d. SDDC: Playground Inspection x 1; Local Government Reorganisation consultation - drop-in sessions; Peacocks; Information concerning the Electoral Registration Canvass 2025; Land by 14 Brook End, Repton
e. CCLA: CCLA joins Jupiter IM Group; News
f. Anonymous Letter concerning Peacocks
g. Repton School: Trees; Parking
h. South Derbyshire CVS: Community Bulletin x 1
i. Repton Speed Watch Request
j. County Councillor Ford for Findern: Trent Barton V3 Concerns
k. Local Giving Grants: Up to £5k now available for green projects
l. Charity Commission News July 2025
m. Public Bench on pavement at junction of Springfield with Mount Pleasant Rd. Repton
n. Telegraph Pole Installation Question
o. Public Perspectives: Fwd: Proposed changes to councils in Derby and Derbyshire – Consultation
p. District Councillor Haines: Planning Application Query
q. Bench on Askew Grove
r. Derbyshire Historic Buildings Trust- South Derbyshire Buildings at Risk Project
s. Derbyshire Pension Fund, employer newsletter 222, July 2025

21. Date and time of next Parish Council meeting
13th October 2025 in Milton Village Hall at 19:00 for the Parish meeting with the Council meeting to commence straight after the Parish meeting. 


5
Chairman’s signature, once full Council has approved: ________________________________________

