Minutes for the Repton Parish council meeting held on MONDAY 9th June 2025

Present: Councillors Hardwick (Chairman), Dickson, Rainey, Mason, McArdle, Hurren, Sheldon, Williamson and Newbold 
Absent: Councillors Hignett, Williamson and Hess
Staff and public in attendance: Clerk Caroline Crowder, District Councillors Haines and Lowe and 3 members of public.

1. apologies
Councillors Hignett and Hess sent their apologies. County Councillor Benfield sent his apologies.
2. declarations of interest
None.
3. Dispensations on Declaration of Interests
None.
4. Any Items to be taken with the public excluded
None.
5. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting held on 12th may
Resolved: The minutes were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct and true record.

Standing Orders suspended
6. Public Speaking
Owen Jowett reported that the planting for Repton in Bloom is going well and should be completed by Friday.  
A parishioner complained over the nuisance caused by peacocks and was informed that wildlife is beyond the jurisdiction of the Council as previously revealed.  Various Councillors gave differing opinions on them.  Clerk advised that the Parish Council have no right or duty to do anything on this issue.  They have previously contacted District and County Council before and they have responded that they do not have any rights on this issue too.    
7. repton school
No attendance.    
8. Planning Matters  
a. Planning Applications
It was discussed by various Councillors that they believe that Turley have submitted a planning application for the land on Mount Pleasant, although it is not live in the SDDC system yet.  The Council had previously expressed an interest with meeting Turley’s.  Resolved, a majority of Councillors wish to meet Turley to discuss this application.
b. Planning Responses
i. Response to 017/1670/2025 Bank House Farm - Felling Licence Consultation from the Forestry Commission.  Resolved, following a meeting with the Forestry Commission all Councillors wished to withdraw their previous objection.  
ii. An email had been received from a Councillor for Newton Solney Parish Council, asking if Repton Parish Council would make suitable comments to SDDC.  After discussion it was resolved, all Councillors wished to not respond to SDDC on this matter. 
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c. Planning Decisions
Noted.

Standing Orders Resumed
9. County, District and Parish Councillor’s Reports
a. District Councillor Haines, reported that the Environmental Officer should be visiting Brook End this week.  There is a housing roadshow coming up in July for housing tenants, it is in Etwall.  The Repton School planning application, after speaking to the case officer, they believe this will not go to the committee in June but more likely in July.  Councillor Dickson asked about the Milton Road potential planning, she has not heard anything further on this.  He also reported to her that the dovecote on the building near Ridgeway Farm has collapsed; she will report this to the Conservation Officer.  She was asked if there was an update on the local plan, no update yet, potentially August may see one.  Councillor Sheldon asked her about the plans for Fisher Close, she believes this is with Housing and will speak to Alison Bennett.
b. District Councillor Lowe, advised that the planning committee it going to be renamed, the Development Management Committee.  Currently if there are four objections or more the planning application automatically goes to the committee, this will be increased to ten individual objections.    
c. Councillor McArdle wished to thank DCC for moving the school bus stop to Mount Pleasant.  No complaints have been received since it moved and it is a safer area for it to be sited.   
d. Councillor Mason asked about the sink hole at the bottom of Boot Hill.  Councillor Sheldon has reported it to DCC and has also asked Repton School to report it.  District Councillor Haines advised she would also report it to DCC. 
e. Councillor Newbold had received a request from Milton Village Hall for some funding for a new dishwasher. They require an industrial dishwasher to cope with amount of pots that are created by lunch clubs.  Councillor Newbold agreed to complete a grant application form and submit for the funding for the dishwasher. 
f. Councillor Hardwick advised he had received a request to move the war memorial from Milton Village Hall.  It was discussed that this would not need to happen yet as plans are still being put together for the renovation of the hall.
g. Councillor McArdle had met with SDDC at Longlands regarding a new  bin. SDDC are considering putting in a freestanding bin closer to the play area.

10. Chairman’s Report
a. The Chairman asked the Clerk to confirm when she needed requests for agenda items to be submitted.  The Clerk replied at the latest by 2pm on the Monday before the meeting.
b. The Chairman asked all Councillors to review their working group membership and ask the Clerk to make any changes needed.
11. clerk’s report
a. Annual leave: 16th – 20th June, 29th September – 3rd October, 5th – 12th and 29th-31st December 2025
b. Audit submitted to PKF Littlejohn and published on website.  
c. OneDrive area set up for sharing of files.  All Councillors have full edit access
12. Finance
a. Receipts since last meeting
i. 09/05/2025	SIDs grant from Police and Crime Commissioner into Current Account	£3192.00
ii. 30/04/2025	interest into Business (earmarked) Reserves account			£43.79
iii. 30/05/2025	interest into Business (earmarked) reserves account			£57.76
iv. 13/05/2025	crowdfund donation into Recreation Ground Account		£1,633.96
v. 20/05/2025	Crowdfund donation into Recreation Ground Account		£19.18
vi. 13/05/2025	Inter account transfer from Earmarked reserves into Current Account	£425.00
vii. 05/06/2025	Burial ground fees from FM & J Wait Funeral Directors into Current Account	£900.00
viii. 02/05/2025	income reinvestment into CCLA Account				£165.48
b. Payments Already Made and For Approval
	Current Account
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Payment method/cheque number
	Description
	Name
	Vat
	Total
	Details for banking
	Transaction Number

	22/05/2025
	Bank transfer
	Grounds Maintenance (April)
	Mercia Garden Care
	 
	£280.00
	Paid under delegated authority to the Chairman and Clerk
	31

	09/06/2025
	Card payment
	May 2025
	Bluehost
	£0.89
	£5.36
	For information
	32

	09/06/2025
	Bank transfer
	Clerk Salary
	Clerk
	 
	£1,061.41
	For information
	46

	09/06/2025
	Bank transfer
	Clerk pension
	DCC
	 
	£298.75
	For information
	47

	09/06/2025
	Standing Order
	Office rent
	Repton Village Hall
	 
	£25.00
	For information
	48

	06/06/2025
	Direct Debit
	Broomhills electricity
	British Gas
	£3.09
	£64.99
	For information
	49

	09/06/2025
	Bank transfer
	Broomhills cleaning
	Cleaner
	 
	£39.84
	For approval
	50

	09/06/2025
	Direct Debit
	Mobile phone
	Tesco Mobile
	 
	£14.99
	For information
	51

	09/06/2025
	Bank transfer
	Grounds Maintenance (May)
	Mercia Garden Care
	 
	£320.00
	For approval
	52

	09/06/2025
	Bank transfer
	Playground Equipment inspection and routine maintenance May 2025
	SDDC
	£10.93
	£65.58
	For approval
	54

	09/06/2025
	Standing Order
	Youth Club
	Repton Village Hall
	 
	£150.00
	For information
	55

	09/06/2025
	Bank transfer
	Month 1 PAYE
	HMRC
	 
	£106.57
	For information
	56

	22/05/2025
	Bank transfer
	Beacon erection and take down
	ARMH Reclamation
	 
	£500.00
	Paid under delegated authority to the Chairman and Clerk
	57

	07/06/2025
	Card payment
	Stamps
	Post Office
	 
	£6.96
	For information
	58

	06/06/2025
	Direct Debit
	Broomhills electricity
	British Gas
	£0.74
	£15.63
	For information
	59

	09/06/2025
	Bank transfer
	Repton in Bloom plants
	Various (via a volunteer)
	57.16
	345.88
	For approval
	60

	
	
	
	
	£72.81
	£3,300.96
	
	


c. Bank Balances
i. NatWest Current Account = £ 17,774.12
ii. NatWest Business Reserves Account = £55,667.78
iii. Public Sector Deposit Fund = £45,290.63
iv. Recreation Ground Account = £1,660.14
d. Bank Mandate
Resolved, all Councillors approved the signatories on the Current, Business Reserves and Recreation Ground Accounts to be Councillors Hardwick, Rainey, McArdle, Sheldon and Dickson.
e. Asset Register
No updates needed
13. REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS
a. EMERGENCIES
i. COMMUNITY INCIDENT GROUP (COUNCILLOR SHELDON)
Councillor Sheldon is organising the response group on WhatsApp, and would like some members from Milton.  Councillor Newbold asked if this is a group to cover all of the Repton Parish.  It was discussed that the group does cover the whole Parish and that both villages should work together.


ii. FLOODING (COUNCILLOR HESS)
Councillor Sheldon has commissioned a flooding report; this is now being worked on.  He would like it recorded that Samantha Niblett MP and her team have done a lot of work in this area and he would like to thank them.  
b. ELDERLY PROVISION (COUNCILLOR SHELDON)
i. FISHER CLOSE
The meeting with SDDC has been postponed until September.  Work on the old Dales site should start in September.
c. ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE  (COUNCILLOR DICKSON)
Councillor Dickson reported that weeds are growing on the Cross, he has reported this to DCC.  He also asked for people park considerately in the Parish.  A reminder that owners of trees in the Arboreta are responsible for watering them during dry weather.
d. RIGHTS OF WAY/MAINTENANCE (COUNCILLOR DICKSON) 
Councillor Dickson advised that all the way markers have gone up.  He wished to remind people to please shut gates when walking through the fields, and ensure dogs are kept on leads whilst with livestock. 
e. BURIAL GROUND AND ALLOTMENTS  (COUNCILLOR HURREN) 
Councillor Hurren advised that a report of rats on the allotments has been received.  She will keep in contact with Owen Jowett and monitor the situation.  Allotment and memorial checks will take place 3rd July, the Clerk will ensure this goes into the parish magazine , on the website and social media.

f. RECREATION, PLAY FIELDS AND YOUTH
i. BROOMHILLS PAVILION  
i. UPGRADING
Councillor Rainey advised that he is meeting with Tony Brown to finalise the invitation to tender.  The group have also met last week with Repton Casuals and SDDC.  He believes from talking to SDDC that planning permission will not be required; he is waiting on a response from SDDC to confirm this.  He would like to bring the tender document to the July meeting for approval, with the timetable then being 5 weeks to tender, 3 weeks to evaluate and then come back to the September meeting for a decision.  He has met with the S106 officer and as long as the Council have a preferred bidder they can then apply for the monies.  More funding will be needed and grant applications will be made.  Repton Casuals wish to paint the pavilion in the meantime.  Resolved, all Councillors agreed this with the proviso that they must be insured for the work and have a risk assessment in place.  SDDC wish to sign their part of the building over to the Parish Council.  A member of public believes that this has been tried before and refused by the Parish Council due to the flooring not being fit for purpose.  It was noted that a few years ago the Council had instructed a site survey, Clerk to find the survey and reissue to Councillors.
ii. MAINTENANCE
No comments. 
ii. MITRE FIELD
i. PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT CLEAN AND PAINT OFFER
An offer had been received from volunteers to clean and paint the playground equipment at Mitre Field.  After seeking advice from the playground inspection officer it was discussed that the volunteers would need to be appropriately qualified and insured, Clerk to respond querying this.  
ii. MULTI-FUNCTION TRACK (COUNCILLOR MASON)
Councillor Mason advised that he believes planning permission will be granted very soon.  They are waiting on recommendations from SDDC biodiversity officer before they sign this off.  Three proposals were put forward for progressing this work once planning permission has been granted. 
1. Ask Clerk and Kent to start in July as they have proposed (funded by Parish Council). 
2. Defer any work until the Tarmac grant application has been decided (funded by Parish Council and Tarmac Grant)
3. Ask Clerk and Kent to start in July and work to progress outside funding will be for the playground equipment only (Parish Council fund the track).  
Voting was counted as follows:  Councillor Newbold 2, Councillor Mason 3, Councillor Hurren 3, Councillor Rainey 3, Councillor McArdle 3, Councillor Dickson 1, Councillor Sheldon 3, Councillor Hardwick 2.  Majority resolution for option 3. 

THE MEETING WAS CLOSED AT 21:00 AS PER STANDING ORDERS; ANY FURTHER BUSINESS WILL BE DEFERRED TO THE NEXT MEETING. 
14. Correspondence (received since last agenda until 4th june)
i. DCC: Newsletter x 3
ii. DALC: Newsletter x 1; May Forum
iii. NALC: Chief Executive’s Bulletin x 4
iv. South Derbyshire CVS: Health and Wellbeing Bulletin x ; Funding E-Bulletin x ; Community Bulletin x 1; Our Befriending & Mental Wellbeing Campaign
v. SDDC: Playground Inspection x 1; Annual Playground Inspection; DMPA/2025/0322; Possible Planning Permission; Chair of South Derbyshire District Council Civic Service save the date 6.10.25 x 2
vi. National Grid: Chesterfield to Willington - Project Update May 2025
vii. East Midlands Freeport Community Forum (EMIP) - NEW INVITE
viii. Derbyshire Fire and Rescue Services: Your Fire Service - Your Views x 2
ix. Forestry Commission: 017/1670/2025 Bank House Farm - Felling Licence Consultation
x. Land adjacent to Mount Pleasant
xi. Broomhills Pavilion
xii. East Midlands Airport Sustainable Development Plan Consultation; Sustainability Strategy Launch!
xiii. County Councillor Benfield: Update on requests from meeting; Highways work reference DF00121672306
xiv. Derbyshire Pension Fund, employer newsletter 220, May 2025
xv. Durham University: Third Sector Trends in the East Midlands of England 2025 Resolved, all Councillors wished the Clerk to respond (this was discussed under the chairman’s report but recorded here)
xvi. Repton Speed Watch Results
xvii. District Councillor Haines: Parklife Leaflet 2025
xviii. Rats on allotments
xix. Severn Trent: Milton Sewage Treatment Works
xx. Derbyshire Immediate Justice Scheme: Derbyshire Newsletter May 2025
xxi. Repton in Bloom Community Project
xxii. Burnaston Parish Council: SDDC (this was discussed under the chairman’s report but recorded here) Resolved, all Councillors agreed to respond that Repton Parish Council get very good service from the two District Councillors and if they contact a named officer.  Other queries do seem to take longer.  

15. Date and time of next Parish Council meeting
14th July 2025, in the meeting room at Repton Village Hall, commencing at 19:30. 
2
Chairman’s signature, once full Council has approved: ________________________________________

